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“Right Side” human rights defender
NGO organized the 3rd Trans Camp

“Right Side” human rights defender NGO organized the srd Trans
Camp on June 17-19, 2019 in T'saghkadzor. Founder and president
of the organization Lilit Martirosyan officially opened the Trans
camp. She introduced the history and achievements of the “Right
Side™ human rights defender NGO. The participants were
introdueed and got acquainted with each other. They set the rules
of three days and shared their expectations for the camp. “Right
Side™ human rights defender NGO invited an international expert
on gender issues to deliver the training.

According to one of the participants, “Training was very
interesting, so much information in this short period of time and
losing the sense of time was just fantastic, and even the school
schedules are not so full, and I hope these camps will be
continuous.” Another participant expressed gratitude by
saying: “This is the third time the “Right Side” NGO is holding
‘Trans Camp, raising issues and problems in Armenia,
consolidating LGBTIQ people and activists under one roof, it is
very big responsibility” Another participant said: “It is also a great
support for all sex workers in Armenia, we learned a lot during the
training, we were also able to get out of our everyday troubles and

problems.”
At the end of the camp, Lilit Martirosyan gave certificates on
attending to participants Lilit Martirosyan noted that the trans

camp will be continuous because it supports community members
to know each other, unites LGBTIQ people and activists and helps

to have a stronger LGBTIQ community in the whole Caucasus

region. The camp was organized by “Right Side™ human rights

defender NGO and with the financial support of the European

Endowment.of Democracy.



7 Latin-Americans transgender people
have applied for the asylum in the
Republic of Armenia.

In June, a group of 7 Latin-Americans transgender people
informed “Right Side” human rights defender NGO that they have
applied for the asylum in the Republic of Armenia.In the
framework of one of “Right Side” NGO strategy human rights
protection strategy our staff provided trans asylum seekers with
the necessary legal, social psychological and other and other
assistance.“Right Side” human rights defender NGO, in
collaboration with the KASA Swiss office in Armenia, organized
for transgender asylum seekers Armenian language courses.The
organization has also contacted with number of organizations
working with asylum-seekers and referred them people to receive
social support.“Right Side” Healthcare Program Officer organized
a series of health-related training sessions for transgender people,
during which she provided educational materials on sexual
health, HIV/ AIDS and STI. The organization referred transgender
asylum seekers to the National Center for AIDS Prevention HIV
testing.According to transgender asylum seekers, they were
targeted to various violence, discrimination, transphobia,
xenophobia and racism since the first day of their arrival into
Armenia“Right Side” human rights defender is preparing the
necessary masterials to apply to the police“Right Side” human
rights defender NGO monitor the work of Migration service of the
Ministry of Territorial Administration to ensure that the process
of asylum is in line with the international standards.It should be
reminded that Armenia has an international commitment and
responsibility to provide protection to those in need regardless of
their gender identity, sexual orientation, color, race, and a
number of other characteristics.



;- 4 unknown young men trled to attacki
on a group of 11 LGBT people and )
actlwsts in the “Engllsh” park

-;’j On June 2oth of 2019, at 21: oo 21 30 i unknown young men tr1ed-‘-_j '-_
to attaek on a group of 11 LGBT people and ac:tnnsts m the X
Enghsh park One of the activists; M. 8 when notlced that one
L of the yOung men. approaches them she pulled off an eleetrlc
shocker from the bag used the eleetroshock tomake: noises and'_f
- -scare the group. Then the group aggre331 ely'ta-\ ed: w1th LGBT:
- activists, and durmg the conversation wit e group one of them
8 tr1ed to have a private talk with one ""'_"_heactnf’ téf: In order to 'i'._"_'.‘
| prevent a p6331b1e conﬂlct betwe off:g_oups Lilit, 0%
_ Martl“rosyan 1mmed1ate1y called th_ police, and W1th1n a few b,
_ m1nutes the pohce team arrrved at the mentloned place After the;f- :
" arrlval of the pohce pehee ofﬁcers reeommended LGBT aet1V1sts53_:ﬁ
to leave the park: Two of the activists, M.S. and. L111t Martlrosyan:_{.'f}-f
[ accompamed by the pol1ce approaehed the group and tr1ed 1o
understand the 31tuat10n The pehce dec1ded to take them to the
_ pohce statlon nght Side human rlghts defender NGO has
' provrded legal support to the LGBT aetlvlsts Both 1V[ S. and L111t
Martlrosyan filled 2 report at the Pohce Department LGBT e
act1v1sts stated that the group bulhed them becanse of the1r
gender 1dent1ty, and e'xpressmn and assumed sexual
| or1entat10n the Pohce ise carrymg out an 1nvest1gat19n R1ght S
*Side human rlghts defender NGO calls for‘the transparent faire
_and 1mpart1a1 1nvestlgat10n “nght Side”. human rlghts defenderfj- f_
NGO W111 mon1tor pohce work and wﬂl frequently update about
by the situation.. - !
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Armenia failed to protect transgender
woman human rights defender Lilit
Martirosyan

UN Joint Special procedures of the Human Rights Council
addressed on 18 April 2019 addressed thePermanent Mission
of The Republic of Armenia questions regarding the safety,

security and deaththreats against Lilit Martirosyan after her
speech made in the Parliament of the Republic of Armenia
thePermanent Mission of The Republic of Armenia responded
on the joint communication responding that“Armenia
achieved unprecedented freedom of speech and considered a
free country”. Armenia alsomentioned in the communication
that there are draft laws about equal opportunities and hate
speech,but we need to highlight that these draft bills do not
include gender identity and expression asaggravating
circumstances and do not specifically protect human rights
defenders at risk. For detailedcommunication please follow
the links below.We would like to remind that Armenian
authorities failed to protect transgender human
rightsdefenders after Lilt’s speech in the Parliament and the
staff of “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGOwith their
family members have been evacuated from the country.
‘Trans rights defenders receiveddeath threats from
militaristic, ultra-right wing conservative groups. The police
has refused to initaate acriminal case because the threats
were not “real”. The decision is appealed to the Prosecutor
and theOmbudsmen



RIGHT SIDE

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

In June-July 2019 "Right
Side" Human Rights Defender
NGO had 155 benelficiaries

18 referred medical services

>

58 participated in community events

25 received HIV prevention packages

>

28 partici pated In "Trans Camp"

18 participated in "Prevention of HIV/AIDS among
trans community in P bI H alth context in

[ 4
' > Armenia”




RIGHT SIDE

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

In June-July 2019 "Right Side"
Human Rights Defender NGO
had 41 beneficiaries who

received legal services

: 12 cases of protection of
8 legal consultations victims' interests were

were provided implemented in the RA Police

In 6 cases there are claims for
general Yerevan jurisdiction's
court of first instance, the
Administrative Court of the
Republic of Armenia

12 inquiries
submitted to
various state

bodies

///5 cases of hate speech, threats
In 5 cases there are are filed with the Prosecutor's

complaints and appeals to the Office regarding dismissal of
RA Ombudsman cases and inaction of

investigative bodies



RIGHT SIDE

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

“ +374 11880 770

@
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rightsidengo@gmail.com
www.rightsidengo.com
twitter - @RightSideNgo
Instagram - Right Side Ngo
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