"TRANS ARMENIA"
NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2018

THE RIGHTS OF INTERSEX PEOPLE ARE NOT PROTECTED IN ARMENIA

October 26 is the Intersex Awareness Day, which is internationally observed as
an awareness day aiming to highlight human rights issues faced by intersex
people. In Armenia the rights of Intersex people are neglected and violated in all
the possible social spheres of life: healthcare, education, employment, sports.
The problem of not accepting Intersex people is still prevailing being based on
the accepted social norms of separation the society into male or female
biological sexes, while Intersex people are born with sex characteristics that
don’t meet medical and social norms for female or male bodies. As a result they
are often subjected to stigma and discrimination. Intersex children with
ambiguous outer genitalia, may be, surgically and/or hormonally altered to fit
perceived more socially-acceptable sex characteristics. Such treatments may
involve sterilization. Increasingly these issues are recognized as human rights
abuses, with statements from UN agencies. The international Intersex
Organization - OII as the biggest Intersex organization, acknowledges intersex
as a normal human biological variation, and rejects the terminology of Disorder
of Sex Development. Besides the Council of Europe also highlights several areas
of concern of abuse of intersex rights: 1. unnecessary "normalizing" treatment of
intersex persons, and unnecessary pathologisation of variations in sex
characteristics, 2. unnecessary medicalization is said to also impact a right to
life. 3.inclusion in equal treatment and hate crime law; facilitating access to
justice and reparations.4. access to information, medical records, peer and other
counselling and support. 5. respecting self-determination in gender recognition,
through expeditious access to official documents. These actions take place
through legislation, regulation and court cases. While the problem of protection
of intersex people’s rights has still a place in Armenia. Even in the hospitals of
Armenia the doctors are not able to handle the situation with intersex newborn
children. They are not aware of the hormones to be given to intersex people and
mostly because of the doctors intersex people drink not the very hormones they
should be prescribed to drink, that way facing health problems. Internationally,
the implementation of human rights protections for intersex people in
legislation and regulation do not proceed in Armenia at all. The only thing is
that the sex is not mentioned in the Birth Certificate of a child in Armenia,
while intrinsically the doctors and parents decide it for the child.By the words of
one of the intersex people from Armenia, the stigma and discrimination in many
social spheres still exist towards intersex people: “You passed the surgery of
genitals being still an unconscious new-born child, you grow up and realize that
you are not a female, but a male with female’s operated genitals and from 5
years old you were given estrogen hormones while you will be given testosterone
if you manage to decide for you who you want to be before the surgery . But your
parents decide for you your sex and gender. You are already an adult and you
have decided to socialize as a male, while you have a female name and you don’t
even know what toilet to enter in the University not to be mocked. You have
fears, no one understands you, your type, people are afraid of you, and at least
You are not ok with your own body.“Right Side” human rights defender NGO calls
the state bodies to have an inclusive policy of respecting the rights of all people
equally and calls the Ministry of Health of RA to train doctors to end mutilating
and "normalizing" practices towards intersex people such as genital surgeries
and psychological or medical "treatments" of intersex people until they grow up
and decide to make a surgery themselves. It should be a social, medical and legal
norm not to interfere to human’s life and let the intersex people to make their
own decisions affecting their own bodily integrity, physical autonomy and selfdetermination.

“Right Side” human right defender NGO is thankful to the
Eurasian Key Populations Health Network (EKHN) for
cooperation in the scope of the project granted for
promotion of sexual health issues of the transgender
community in Armenia. Within the project the research is
going to be carried out on the sexual health and
accessibility of Hormone Replacement Therapy (HRT) of
transgender people. A round table discussion will be
organized with the stakeholders on the results of the
conducted research to be presented to the decision and
policy makers of Armenia.
“Right Side” human rights defender NGO appreciates the
support and encouragement from EKHN for such a chance
to work together. That gives us hope and power to work
further for positive changes for the transgender rights at
the same time combating violence and discrimination
towards them in public health care sector.

“Right Side” human rights defender
NGO is grateful to Urgent Action
Fund for Women for support.
It is already not the first time that
Urgent Action Fund helps to the
“Right Side” human rights defender
NGO for installment of the security
system in the new office space of the
organization.

In Armenia the human rights of sexworkers are spoken up very rarely
and one of the bravehearts is Lilit
Martirosyan-the president of "Right
Side" human rights defender NGO to

Link:
http://yt.vu/q8LchEMZ_CA

protect trangender people and sexworkers in Armenia.

INTERVIEWS WITH MEDIA

Max also spoke about LGBT rights
and reminded the case of being
stabbed just because of his
orientation and being supposed as
a gay by the abusers.

Link:
http://yt.vu/x61QbefQ7Xc

WORKSHOP ABOUT TRANSGENDER PEOPLE AND SEX WORKERS
RIGHTS WITH MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES

On October 26-27 of 2018, “Right Side” human rights defender NGO
conducted a workshop on rights for transgender people and sex workers
with media representatives.On the first day of the workshop the founder
and the president of “Right Side” human rights defender NGO Lilit
Martirosyan presented the structure of organization, its work and the
needs of transgender people in Armenia.The workshop was continued by
the policy and program officer of “Right Side” human rights defender
NGO Ashot Gevorgyan presenting the results of the research on “Hate
crime and other hate motivated incidents against trans people in Armenia
2016-2017”. The next theme of the first day of the workshop was presented
to the participants of the workshop by Lilit Martirosyan speaking about
hormone replacement therapy and transition.On the second day of the
workshop participants summed up the knowledge gained on the previous
day, talked about sex work and transgender sex workers' rights in
Armenia.Mass media representatives together with transgender people
presented the jointly written media materials, as well as summarizing the
workshop, shared their further steps regarding ethical media coverage of
the rights of transgender people and sex workers on the basis of
fundamental human rights principles.The president of “Right Side” human
rights defender NGO Lilit Martirosyan expressed her gratitude to the
present people giving certificates to the media representatives at the end
of the workshop. She mentions that she hopes that after the workshop, the
media materials about transgender people and sex workers will be more
knowledge-based and not be based on the stereotypical notions of the
society, but will be covered rather from the human rights perspectives.The
workshop was organized by “Right Side” human rights defender NGO with
the financial support of European Endowment for Democracy.
The photos of the workshop are below.

“RIGHT SIDE” HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO, “4FEM” WOMEN’S
HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO AND “EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY”
NGO SIGNED A CONSORTIUM OF COOPERATION
The situation of women in Armenia remains difficult for a number of
reasons: traditional perception of patriarchal family, gender-based
discrimination in the employment sphere aggravating the poor economic
situation of women, poverty, and unemployment, etc. The problem of
discrimination in labor market is much more visible when it comes to
women from minority groups, such as women with disabilities, trans
women and women refugees. Number of state and non-state data shows
that these communities are marginalized, does not have skills and selfconfidence, which is the result of societal and cultural stereotypes. In fact
refugee, trans women and women with disabilities face multiple
discrimination, because of their sex and gender, physical abilities and
legal status. And that’s why on 22 of October 2018 “Right Side” human
rights defender NGO as one side, on the other side “Equality of
Opportunity” NGO and “4FEM” women’s human rights defender NGO as
the third side signed a Consortium as an agreement of cooperation and
partnership to make a new project on awareness raising, solidarity
formation and protection of refugee women, trans women and women
with disabilities.The sides of the consortium will invest their professional
knowledge and skills to unite 3 vulnerable groups to gain capacities on
how to access labor market, and protect them from discrimination making
public awareness raising campaigns to break the societal stereotypes
about trans, refugee women and women with disabilities.

TRANS PEOPLE ABOUT "RIGHT SIDE" HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

"Right Side" human right defender NGO continues the project of
videos with participation of transgender people to speak about
their lives and the input of "Right Side" human rights defender
NGO in their life. The videos shooted in October are available
by the links below.

Marisa is telling how "Right Side" human
rights defender NGO helped her in her
passport and legal name change issues.
LINK:
http://yt.vu/ZA3QWMJY08A

Kanikei is our sister form the central
Asia, who spoke about trans issues and
"Right Side" human rights defender NGO.
LINK:
http://yt.vu/xSi5qAVphOM
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