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During October 2020, “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO implemented a few events in its Trans LGBIQ+ 
safe space, which were aimed at the needs of Transgender LGBIQ+ people and sex workers during the martial law 
and pandemic conditions; also, they were aimed at raising the awareness and education level of the community and 
improving self-defense and security of the community.

From October 15 to 23, “Right Side” NGO provided legal consultations during which the lawyer of the organiza-
tion provided legal consultations to a number of Trans LGBIQ+ people and sex workers. During the consultations, 
the lawyer discussed such topics as the legal regulations of name change, gender reassignment in the Republic of 
Armenia, documentation of the discrimination cases against trans people, ways of solution, etc.

On October 9, a discussion on “Self-Defense and Security” was held with the participation of more than 15 Trans-
gender LGBIQ+ people, sex workers and allies at Trans LGBIQ+ safe space of the organization during which Lilit 
Martirosyan, the President of the organization spoke about hate speech against Transgender LGBIQ+ people and 
sex workers, as well as about the internal and external security. She urged to be extremely sensitive on social 
media, maintain ethical and digital security rules, on the other hand, refrain from any posts that sow hatred. Lilit 
Martirosyan referred to the human rights situation in Armenia too. Each of the participants shared their own experi-
ence, presented examples of hate speech or discriminatory publications in the media.
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From October 15 to 23, “Right Side” NGO provided legal consultations during which the lawyer of the organiza-
tion provided legal consultations to a number of Trans LGBIQ+ people and sex workers. 

On October 9, a discussion on "Self-Defense and Security" was held with the participation of more than 15 Trans-
gender LGBIQ+ people, sex workers and allies at Trans LGBIQ+ safe space of the organization during which 
Lilit Martirosyan, the President of the organization spoke about hate speech against Transgender LGBIQ+ people 
and sex workers, as well as about the internal and external security. 

The next meeting on the topic of "First Aid" took place on October 22. The meeting was chaired by Henry 
Galstyan, the organization's Administrative and Planning Assistant who discussed with the participants about 
fractures, artificial respiration and airway obstruction, heart function restoration, food poisoning, as well as emer-
gencies and burns.

During the last meeting of the month, a movie screaming was organized for Transgender LGBTQ+ people and 
sex workers. In the Trans LGBIQ+ safe space of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, the participants 
watched the film "Lola", which was about a transgender woman and the difficulties of her life.

 RIGHT SIDE
    HUMAN RIGHTS DEFFENDER NGO

                             Monthly events schedule

                                           Event Name                                                                         Day                                                  Time                                                       

   01․10․2020  -  31․10․2020

"Self-protec�on and security" community mee�ng

Judicial consulta�on                                                                                    15․10․2020                                        16։00

"Firts aid" community mee�ng                                                                  22․10․2020                                        15։00

Judicial consulta�on                                                                                    23․10․2020                                        16։00

"The effect of war" community mee�ng                                                  29․10․2020                                        15։00

1.1

2.1

3.1

4.1

5.1

 09․10․2020                                        15։00
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The next meeting on the topic of “First Aid” took place 
on October 22. The meeting was chaired by Henry 
Galstyan, the organization’s Administrative and Plan-
ning Assistant who discussed with the participants about 
fractures, artificial respiration and airway obstruction, 
heart function restoration, food poisoning, as well as 
emergencies and burns. During the meeting, comprehen-
sive information and videos were presented about the 
above-mentioned, which helped to strengthen the knowl-
edge about first aid among the participants.

And during the last meeting of the month, a movie 
screaming was organized for Transgender LGBTQ+ 
people and sex workers. In the Trans LGBIQ+ safe space 
of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, the 
participants watched the film “Lola”, which was about a 
transgender woman and the difficulties of her life.

It should be reminded that the “Right Side” Human 
Rights Defender NGO provides a legal consultation to all 
the Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community members 
on every Tuesday and Friday at 15:00. A number of 
events are being held in the community center of the 
organization which are aimed at strengthening the com-
munity and alleviating the effects of the war especially 
during this difficult period..

WAR

WAR
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY EVENTS

        "First Aid"
community mee�ng

    Trans LGBIQ + people

Movie watching and discussion
     in the community center

"The Impact of War"
community mee�ng

  legal consulta�ons

   Overall 75 �mes

17 18 75
13 21

"Self Defense and Security"
      community mee�ng

    Trans LGBTQ + person

      Trans LGBIQ+ people

    Trans LGBIQ+ people

WAR

WAR

    HIV/AIDS and STIs 

40

163 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community members visited "Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO during October, 2020
163Visitors of the "Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO 

during October 2020.
          TRANS LGBIQ+ AND 
SEX WORKER COMMUNITY MEMBERS  RIGHT SIDE

    HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

    Trans LGBTQ + person

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO carried out nine events at its Trans community safe space during Octo-
ber.

17 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members participated in the “First Aid” meeting

13 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in the “Self Defense and Security” meeting․

21 people participated in the “The Impact of War” meeting

40 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in the two events on “HIV/AIDS and STIs”.

In addition, 18 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members participated in our movie watching and movie 
discussions and 75 people received legal consultations.

Overall, one hundred sixty three Trans LGBIQ + people and Sex workers visited to the “Right Side” Human Rights 
Defender NGO for receiving legal consultations, social, educational and informational services that were imple-
mented at the Organization.

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO is continuing to work actively by providing services to Trans LGBIQ+ 
community members and sex workers and by implementing educational and informational community events. 

The organization works for the safety and well-being of every Trans LGBIQ + person and sex worker by providing 
space for education, training, self-development and socialization.

You can get acquainted with our monthly summaries on our official website and on social media.



2.2

3.1

3.2

4.1

4.2

5.1

5.2

 
1.European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) 

2.Civil cases

3.Criminal cases at the judicial stage

4.Criminal cases at the preliminary investi-
gation stage, appealed to the court

5.Administrative cases

L.Martirosyan vs the Republic of Armenia (European Convention on 
Human Rights, article 3,6,8,13)

- L. Martirosyan vs Irates on the claim of apology and compensation 
for the insult for
cassation phase
- A.G. vs Hraparak daily on the claim of denying the data considered 
defamatory and providing compensation
appeal phase
- M.S., N.A. and M.Y. vs Mali sports club on the claim to recognize 
the violation of rights on the basis of discrimination
 first instance
- A.K. vs A.K. on the claim of money confiscation
first instance
- K. S. vs A. K. on the claim of money confiscation
 first instance
- A. A. vs Iskander LTD on the claims of recognition of employment 
relations and money confiscation
first instance

- G.T., being beaten, whose property has been damaged has been 
recognized as a victim, Articles 118, 185 of the RA Criminal Code

- A.K. vs Arabkir Police Department, against refusing to initiate a 
criminal case, Article 179
trial phase
- A.K. vs Arabkir Police Department, against the rejection of the 
resumption of the criminal case due to the new circumstances, 
Article 179
trial phase
- Right Side HRD NGO vs Kentron Police Department (on the publi-
cation of personal medical information provided by N. Malyan)
trial phase
- A. K. vs RA State Revenue Committee, against refusing to file a 
criminal case for avoiding paying taxes
trial phase
- K. S. vs Arabkir Police Department, against refusing to initiate a 
criminal case, RA Criminal Code, Article 179
trial phase

- M.O. vs RA Police Department, on the claim to invalidate the 
administrative act (in case of violation of the restrictions in the state 
of emergency)
first instance
- K.A. vs Civil Status Acts Registration Agency of the RA Ministry of 
Justice on the claims to change the sex marker in the birth certificate, 
to correct the female notewith a male one, to oblige the acceptance 
and revoking the defendant's 17.12.2018 conclusion
appeal phase

                              RIGHT SIDE HRD NGO COURT CASES  

Dear Trans LGBIQ community, for our legal services you can call +37493500339, which operates 24/7.
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                          Event Name                                                                Day                                        Time                                                      

              1.1            Legal consulta�on                                                                                                              03.11.2020                                  15:00     

    “The Impact on War” community mee�ng   04.11.2020                                  15:00         

     05.11.2020                                  15:00        “HIV/AIDS and STIs” online mee�ng

             11.1         “HIV/AIDS and STIs" online mee�ng                                                     25.11.2020                                  15:00

              12.1          “My Life a�er 10 years " community mee�ng                                    26.11.2020                                  15:00

               13.1           Legal consulta�on                                                                                    27.11.2020                                  15:00

               13.2          Movie watching and discussion                                                             27.11.2020                                  16:00  

 06.11.2020                                  15:00               

 10.11.2020                                  15:00            

 11.11.2020                                  15:00         

 17.11.2020                                  15:00          

 18.11.2020                                  15:00              

 20.11.2020                                  15:00            

 06.11.2020                                  16:00  
 

                     MONTHLY EVENTS SCHEDULE                                                                                           
 RIGHT SIDE
    HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

   4.1         Legal consulta�on

   4.2         Movie watching and discussion 

   5.1         Legal consulta�on 

   6.1         “If I were a photographer" community mee�ng

    7.1         Legal consulta�on

              10.1          Legal consulta�on                                                                                    24.11.2020                                  15:00

          8.1         “The importance of my profession" community mee�ng 

   9.1         Legal consulta�on

               9.2           Movie watching and discussion                                                             20.11.2020                                  16:00   

“Right Side” NGO informed the Trans LGBIQ + and sex community members about human rights by 
conducting two legal consultations. The awareness raising continued to have held during the "Trans Camp 
6" training in November. More than 58 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker people, as well as their allies.

Two �lms about activism and Trans people’s life stories were screened and discussed at the Trans community 
safe space of the organization. The movie screenings were on November 25 and November 6. Twenty-�ve 
Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in these events. 

Continuing its educational and informative trainings to raise awareness on HIV / AIDS, the Organization held 
meetings on November 5, 17, and 24, during which Lilit Martirosyan, the President of the organization, 
informed the Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community about sexually transmitted infections. They talked 
about the diagnosis of sexually transmitted infections, examinations and their prevention, as well as it has 
presented the services that the RS HRD NGO provides for HIV prevention. 
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On November 4, taking into account the need and interest in the community on the topic of the "Impact of 
War", a community meeting has held, which was in fact the continuation of the same event held last month. 
More than 16 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker people took part in the meeting. 

On November 11, during an open event entitled "If I Were a Photographer", Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers 
talked about photography, discussed the history of photography and watched some videos about it. Artak 
Adam, the community mobilizer of the Organization, moderated the meeting. The meeting entitled "The 
Importance of My Profession", held on November 18, became an occasion for an active discussion for the 
participants, as everyone was trying to �nd his place in the Armenian labor market. Twenty-six Trans LGBIQ+ 
and sex worker people were present during the two meetings.

The last community meeting was entitled "The Perspectives for Activism in Armenia", which took place on 
November 26. Overall, 11 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker activists took part in the meeting.



HRT

 RIGHT SIDE
    HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO
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SOCIAL SUPPORT IN THE FORM 
  OF HORMONAL MEDICATION

The “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO taking care of the health of each transsexual person, starts a 
social assistance project, within the framework of which transsexual people are given the opportunity to consult 
with an endocrinologist, provided with hormonal medication, relevant clinical examinations, psychological 
support, etc.

The “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO as a mediator organizes an online meeting for transsexual people 
with an endocrinologist, and then, after the relevant instructions of the endocrinologist, the NGO directs the 
transsexual person to a clinical examination. Upon receipt, the answers are sent to the endocrinologist, after 
which the appropriate hormonal medication is prescribed, which is bought by the Organization and provided to 
the transsexual person who is regularly supervised by the doctor and the employee of the Organization.

Since its establishment, the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO has been raising a number of issues relat-
ed to the right to health of transgender people such as the legal gaps in gender reassignment and hormone therapy.

Thus, the purpose of this support is to prevent the use of wrong medicines among transsexual people, create 
accessible hormone therapy services, inform about the processes of hormone therapy and gender reassignment, 
and lead the beneficiaries to all the relevant specialists.

This project is implemented by the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO within the framework of “The 
Covid-19 Solidarity Program for Key Populations in Eastern Partnership Countries” with the financial support of 
the European Union and in partnership with People in Need and the Netherlands Helsinki Committee.

    HUMAN RIGHTS DEFFENDER NGO
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HUMAN RIGHTS  TULIP

       2020
                      

 RIGHT SIDE

            Lilit Martirosyan 
is one of the top 3 candidates of 

“ H u m a n  R i g h t s  T u l i p  2 0 2 0 ”

It is an honor for the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO 
to let you know that Lilit Martirosyan, the Founder and President 
of the NGO has been nominated for the “Human Rights Tulip 
2020.” “Human Rights Tulip” is an annual award of the Dutch 
government to individuals or organizations that promote human 
rights worldwide in peaceful and innovative ways.

We are excited to announce that after two nomination periods in 
March and June, 2020, the total number of nominations came to 
100: 47 individuals (26 female and 21 male) and 53 organizations 
from around the world. Moreover, after several rounds of consulta-
tions, an independent jury of human rights experts selected the best 
13 out of 100 nominees, then the best 3. We are proud to say that 
Lilit Martirosyan is one of the top 3 candidates.

The Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs will select the winner from 
this shortlist on the 10th of December, on the international day of 
human rights.

This is a great honor for us, as the president of the NGO Lilit 
Martirosyan has bravely taken a responsibility for speaking about 
the rights of transgender people. She has repeatedly spoken about 
a democratic Armenia where diversity and pluralism, human rights 
and equality will be respected. Starting the struggle for the welfare 
and well-being of trans people in Armenia, Lilit Martirosyan has 
repeatedly spoken about their rights, equality and well-being. She 
is the best example of a person who fights for the equality of 
Transgender people and against the violations of their rights. This 
is one of Lilit’s best achievements in protecting human rights in 
Armenia and it is a new step towards the equality.

As Lilit mentions: “I know why I was born, I know why I’m here 
and why my way is so thorny. My main goal is to be an inspiration 
to transgender people and alleviate the pain of my community. I 
would never be able to fight for the equality of Transgender people 
without courage, compassion and without any hope. We all have a 
mission in this world and my mission is to help people, to achieve 
a dignified and prosperous life for Transgender people, to support 
Transgender people to fight against the violence towards them.”

This is a great honor for the whole team of the “Right Side” 
Human Rights Defender NGO and for Transgender people as the 
issue of the Transgender people’s human rights and Lilit 
Martirosyan’s struggle for the equality in Armenia is again raised 
on the international arena. We really hope than in the future we 
will have a strong Trans Community which will be able to speak 
freely without obstacles about the rights and well-being of Trans-
gender, LGBIQ+ people and sex workers’ community.

     LILIT MARTIROSYAN IS AMONG 
  THE TOP THREE NOMINEES OF THE 
“HUMAN RIGHTS TULIP 2020” AWARD

10
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ATTACK ON 
TRANSGENDER WOMAN

On October 30, 2020 a transgender woman, named Goga, living in Yerevan applied to the “Right Side” Human 
Rights Defender NGO regarding the fact that she had been beaten at the same night on the basis of her gender iden-
tity. The organization provided a legal consultation to the transgender woman on this occasion.

In the morning of October 30, Transgender Goga visited the Organization and reported that she had been attacked 
by a 40-year-old man on the same day, at around 3 am, when she was returning home. The man had beaten her.

“He approached me by car, asked if I would agree to have sex with him for free, in response I refused and demand-
ed to leave, accelerating my steps. But the man was stubborn and attacked me. He hit me first on the head, after 
that I started to feel dizzy and couldn’t decide what to do at that moment. After hitting me on the head several 
times, he pushed me down, I fell, she approached and started hitting me both on the head and on the back”: Trans-
gender Goga told the Organization.

It should be mentioned that as a result of the hitting, the transgender woman had pain in different parts of her body 
for several days. She had continuous headaches, dizziness and her nose was damaged. The transgender woman is 
in stress and has suffered severe psychological trauma and she doesn’t leave the house alone.

Transgender Goga is currently in a safe area and the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO will provide assis-
tance to transgender women within the framework of Social and Legal Assistance Programs.

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO will pursue justice in this regard. For more details on this and other 
cases, follow the information on our official pages.

11
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TRANS CAMP 6

On November 13-15, 2020, “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO held its annual Trans Camp under the 
title "We will continue fighting until we are all safe", which was the 6th one. The camp was organized for 
Trans people and Trans activists, for their family members and Trans supporters. 
A number of topics were discussed during the camp, such as trans people’ rights in the police, on social media, 
stigma and discrimination against them, the situation of Trans people in Armenia, hate crimes and hate 
speech, sexual and reproductive health rights, mechanisms for protecting the interests of family members, 
safety and security issues, etc. 

The aim of the training was to promote the development and empowerment of Transgender people, improve 
the level of involvement of Transgender people in socio-cultural and civic life, ensure their safety both in the 
family and in society. Besides, the camp was aimed at promoting the level of awareness of Transgender people 
and educating them and it had ab educational dimension. 

On the first day of the camp, Lilit Martirosyan, President of “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, made 
an opening speech. She greeted all the participants, thanked them for their participation in the camp, assured 
that everyone would gain new knowledge, would have a great time and that it would be one of their best 
trainings. Then the participants got acquainted with each other, which was followed by the definition of rules 
for the entire course of the three-day camp. 

On the first day, the trainings were on hormone therapy and gender reassignment. The training on hormone 
therapy was conducted by L. Martirosyan, who presented in detail the essence of hormone therapy, its neces-
sity during gender reassignment surgery, the risks of undergoing hormone therapy and its problems. She 
thoroughly presented the hormones and the medicines that are needed during the whole hormone therapy. 

The training was continued with a discussion on gender and sexuality, during which the expert presented 
what gender was, as well as she talked about sexual orientation, gender identity and other related issues. The 
participants had an active discussion as the topics were quite interesting for them. The parents of Trans 
LGBIQ+ and sex worker community members were especially active during the discussion, and for them it 
was very important to obtain new information about sexual orientation. 
At the end of the day, the participants by being divided into groups evaluated the day by presenting their 
demands, complaints, suggestions, the most interesting topics, as well as the pleasant moments for them and 
thanked for the consolidation and making the first day of the camp a reality. 
The day ended with the screening and discussion of the "Lola" movie. The film tells the story of Transgender 
woman Lola and the difficulties of her life. 

The second day of the training started with the summary of the previous day, then with the presentation of 
the stories of Trans LGBIQ+ people and sex workers and their family members. The parents talked about their 
relationship with their children, presented the difficulties they had in the parent-child relationship. Then the 
community spoke by referring again to their difficulties, the conflicts they had with their parents and the 
ways of overcoming them. After the presentation of the stories, participants asked their parents about their 
attitude towards solving different problems such as homophobia and transphobia in the family, or raising the 
level of awareness of family members, etc. 
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The meeting "Our parents and we are talking: family stories" was followed by a discussion on "Stigma and 
Discrimination." The trainer explained about stigma and discrimination, then presented the cases of stigma 
and discrimination against transgender people in Armenia and the areas where Transgender people were 
more discriminated against. The expert also presented the discriminatory manifestations in families that were 
directed by different types of violence related to sexual orientation and gender identity. 

During the second part of the day, Arthur Margaryan, the Lawyer of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender 
NGO conducted a training on "Our rights on social media and in the police station." The expert spoke about 
the rights and responsibilities of Trans people in the police, then outlined the sensitive approach police 
officers should have towards transgender people. Then he presented citizens’ rights during police call or other 
cases. Afterwards, the lawyer spoke about human rights and freedoms on the online platform and social 
media. A. Margaryan presented the nature of hate speech, propaganda of hatred, the manifestation of insults 
and threats on the online platform, as well as the mechanisms of protection of rights in these cases. In the end, 
the lawyer conducted a knowledge-enhancing game and answered the participants' questions. 
At the end of the day, again the evaluation of the day was conducted, during which the participants men-
tioned the importance of their parents' involvement in the camp and their willingness to support Trans 
LGBIQ+ and sex worker people. 
As in the previous two days, the third day started with the summary of the previous day. The participants 
were divided into two groups and presented the knowledge and information gained during the previous two 
days. 
In the first part of the day, during the panel discussion, 8 sex workers talked about the violence, stigma and 
discrimination against them as Transgender people. They told how they were able to protect themselves and 
survive in the difficult conditions of life and about the obstacles they encountered in their families, on streets 
and in all spheres of life in general. As well as they referred to the difficulties, problems and dangers of being 
engaged in sex work in the Republic of Armenia. Transgender sex workers answered the questions of the 
participants who, in their turn, expressed their willingness to stand by Transgender sex workers and to 
protect their rights and freedoms.
In the second part of the day, the camp was summarized and the certificates of the camp participants were 
handed over. As well as some volunteers were selected who received incentive gifts for helping the realiza-
tion of the camp in the best way. 
Summing up the three days of the camp, the President of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO 
thanked the participants, the funding Organization, the trainers, the entire RSHRD NGO staff and said that 
the camps would be ongoing as they were extremely important for the protection of the rights and freedoms 
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 RIGHT SIDE
     HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

TDoR 2020 

Հարցազրույցների շարք տրանսգենդեր անձանց հետ

Range of interviews with transgender people

RANGE OF INTERVIEWS 
WITH TRANSGENDER PEOPLE

Trans awareness week 

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, ahead of Transgender Day of Remembrance on November 20, is 
conducting range of interviews with Transgender people.

In this article, we present the story of Magdalena, who is a Transgender sex worker. Not wanting to reveal her real 
name, Magdalena says that there have been many violence cases against her. Now she is able to defend herself more 
or less, but before she faced violence almost every day.

To the question if there has ever been violence against her, Magdalena answers։

– There have been many violence cases. I may say that my life has been full of violence. The last case was in the 
house where I live with my friend. Both of us are sex workers because we are students, on the other hand I cannot 
find a job anywhere else. My friend was waiting for her client and when he came, he asked some water. My friend 
went to bring water. As the client started talking rudely to me, I started to do the same. As a result, he attacked us 
and started hitting us. Fortunately, I was able to defend myself; I was also trying to defend my friend. I damaged 
my phone and computer. One of the chairs in the house was broken, not counting the injuries that my friend and I 
have now. The client was so aggressive that shouted sexual insults in a very impudent way. All this was happening 
at night. The important thing was that in parallel with all that, he constantly demanded to tell him my real name. 
This type of violence is frequent.
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TDoR 2020 

Հարցազրույցների շարք տրանսգենդեր անձանց հետ

Range of interviews with transgender people

Trans awareness week 

Who use violence against you, in general?

– Violence against me is more often by clients. Despite all this, as I study at the university, I often come across bad 
expressions addressed to me too. There were often insulting expressions towards me by my relatives. Moreover, I 
remember very well the case when my cousin, founding out about my SOGI, came to beat me with his two friends. 
I was fired from my previous workplace just because they found out about my SOGI. The reason for my dismissal 
was the following։ “You are not the person to work with us.” These kind of violence cases and many others have 
a very bad influence on people. I have been subjected to stresses many times, my fears have increased, etc. It can 
be said that I have been subjected to all kinds of violence both psychological and physical and economic. When 
my mother’s friend was living with us, after knowing about me, she forbade me to leave the house, she took my 
phone, changed Wi-Fi password and they didn’t give me money. My mom was working from morning till night 
and when she was returning home, her friend used to say that she was “putting me on the right direction”.

How have you overcome the consequences of violence against you?

– First of all, I was able to overcome the consequences of the violence by being informed about my rights. Then I 
started raising my voice about them. Along with all this, I have begun to value my life, understand my goals, and 
appreciate my desires and myself as a person-individual. As a result, I have become stronger psychologically as 
well as physically.
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TDoR 2020 

Հարցազրույցների շարք տրանսգենդեր անձանց հետ

Range of interviews with transgender people

Trans awareness week 

Who and what organizations have helped you to overcome the consequences of violence.

– One of my close friends was with me on the way of overcoming the consequences of violence. I can say she is 
my only close friend who always listens to me, understands and supports me. By following her advice I have 
learned to appreciate myself, despise the bad social mentality and to master the “the subtle art of not giving a 
fuck”. My friend helped me to normalize my relationship with my mother. She talked to my mother many times; 
as a result, I have a better relationship with her today.

I was not very aware of the organizations but I knew that there were some working in the field of human rights. 
Today I have a good relationship with my mother and we feel happy.
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TDoR 2020  

     RANGE OF INTERVIEWS 
WITH TRANSGENDER PEOPLE

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, working with Trans LGBIQ + people and sex workers in the field of 
the prevention of violence against them on the basis of the SOGI, once again records that violence against the 
above-mentioned vulnerable groups have not stopped, moreover, it is still regular.

“Right Side” NGO, ahead of the Transgender Day of Remembrance on November 20, is continuing the series of 
interviews with Transgender people.

This time we talked to a homosexual student living in Yerevan who did not want to introduce himself for the 
safety of his life and health. The 19-year-old boy does not deny that there have been a lot of violence cases against 
him. Taking into account the fact that he lived in the region before moving to Yerevan, he always tried to hide his 
identity as much as possible.

 – While living in the region, I was doomed to live in secret, because even when I tried to wear ripped or tight 
pants, the “qyarts” (degraded culture) would not miss the opportunity to initiate a conflict, especially when I did 
not communicate with them, – says the fellow – although they weren’t so mean to me, because my brothers and 
my uncle were used to protect me. Everyone knew that I was the son of a powerful man’s sister. That way I was 
insured. But later, before I moved to the city, all kinds of violence had been exposed against me.   

You mentioned that there has been many violence cases against you, who was responsible for that?
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– I ran away from home because one of my relatives had told the others about my SOGI. I remember I had been 
in Yerevan because of my work there and when I returned home, without a word they grabbed me and started 
beating me. My uncle, my cousins, my mother were beating me, in a word, there were gathered about 20 relatives 
and everyone was humiliating and beating me until I fainted. All that lasted for several hours in one of the rooms 
of our house, where I was kept locked up. My mother woke me up, I could not speak anymore, I couldn’t even 
stand up. When they tried to talk to me, I could not give an adequate answer, as a result some of my cousins spat 
on me, hit me again and all that time I was lying on the floor. They wanted me to say that I would change and “I 
would become a boy, I would behave like a boy”, but I could not even speak. I was finally able to ask for some 
water and when they came out to fetch me water, I threw myself out of the window and ran as fast as I could. The 
whole village was looking for me. It was a nightmare for me.

Have you been abused only by your family?

– No. There have also been violence by the police and by other boys. For example, the police has mocked my 
movements and appearance. However, these have been nothing compared to domestic violence, – our interlocutor 
continues by answering to the questions about the consequences of violence on him. – I was very affected by the 
violence from my family. I was not recovering for days. I found a shelter in one of my friends’ house who support-
ed me in every way. I still have worries and anxieties that I can’t overcome. I was supported by my friends and 
some of their family members. I applied to one of the community-based organizations the social worker of which 
worked with my mother for a long time, then I received a financial, as well as a legal support, because I originally 
intended to report about the domestic violence I was affected. Now everything is fine, I feel good, I have a job, and 
I live alone. I feel better than ever! Later I found out about “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO and its 
activities. They also expressed their readiness to support me in any issue. 
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Ahead of the Transgender Day of Remembrance “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO once again speaks 
with Trans people during the series of interviews with Trans people and sex workers. Our interviewee was Trans 
sex worker Mila Banks who moved to Yerevan from a region to live with her Trans friend: “one of the reasons to 
live in Yerevan is to avoid from discrimination.”

To the question whether there has ever been violence against her during her life, Mila answers that there has not 
occurred any kind of violence that is important for her, “otherwise, there have been one or two situations, which 
do not need special attention”, – answers Mila.

Speaking about her family Mila mentions: “what about my family members, none of them have ever used any 
violence against me, they respect me and we have good relations. We realize that people are different”- she finish-
es her answer by adding that despite all this, she lives alone, and her family members understand that fact.

-However, I have witnessed violence against my roommate. I remember that once during the sex work a client 
called again with whom they agreed to meet. When the client came, it turned out that he was one of her family 
members, and he was not alone. They tried to beat my friend, we called the police. The police officer came, calmed 
down the situation and left. I was insisting that my friend report the incident, but we both knew very well that the 
case would be terminated.

Speaking of another case of violence, Mila posed for a few minutes as if she was experiencing everything.

-One of the clients stole the passport of my Transgender sex worker roommate. Can you imagine that they come 
as a client then grab something and leave? We applied to the regional passport department. I would not mention 
which one but I would like to say that the passport department workers were friendly and supportive towards us. 
We restored my roommate’s passport without any problem.
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Mila did not forget to speak about her difficulties, which were not violence cases right against her, but they are 
generally the result of conservatism and discrimination.

-During the spread of coronavirus and state of emergency, I had no other job and I had to do sex work. However, 
the mandatory quarantine made everyone’s work worse, so did mine. The number of my clients decreased so I did 
not have any clients for days and since I was living for rent, I had to take out a loan to pay the monthly rent for the 
apartment. I am still repaying the loan. I would like to mention that during that difficult time the “Right Side” 
NGO supported me by providing financial support. Maybe I would have to take a second loan, if they did not 
support me.

The “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, working with a number of Trans, LGBIQ + people and sex work-
ers during the spread of COVID-19, has registered hundreds of cases when particularly transgender people have 
suffered by losing their jobs and not being able to provide the minimum living conditions to themselves. The orga-
nization, working actively during the epidemic, has provided social, humanitarian and financial assistance to 
hundreds of Trans sex workers.

Trans awareness week 
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In November, the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO carried out a series of events in its Trans 
LGBIQ+ safe space, which were aimed at raising the level of awareness of Trans LGBIQ+ and sex 
worker community members, at their needs, as well as at their welfare and well-being. On the other 
hand, the “Right Side” NGO implemented social assistance programs within the framework of which 
more than 150 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers, as well as their allies were provided with support pack-
ages.

During that month, the “Right Side” NGO actively informed the Trans LGBIQ + and sex community 
members about human rights by conducting two legal consultations. The awareness raising on the rights 
continued to be held during the “Trans Camp 6” training in November. More than 58 Trans LGBIQ+ and 
sex worker community members, as well as their allies, parents of LGBTQ+ people were involved in 
legal education and counseling.

2 films about activism and trans people’s life stories were screened and discussed at the Trans communi-
ty safe space of the organization. The movie screenings were on November 6 and November 25. A total 
of 25 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in these events.

Continuing its educational and informative trainings to raise awareness on HIV / AIDS, the “Right Side” 
Human Rights Defender NGO held meetings on November 5, 17, and 24, during which Lilit Mar-
tirosyan, the President of the organization, informed the Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community 
about sexually transmitted infections. They talked about the diagnosis of sexually transmitted infections, 
examinations and their prevention, as well as it was presented the services that the RS HRD NGO 
provides for HIV prevention.

A NUMBER OF EVENTS THAT TOOK PLACE IN NOVEMBER
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On November 4, taking into account the need and interest in the community on the topic of the “Impact 
of War”, a community meeting was held at the Organization’s trans safe space, which was in fact the 
continuation of the same event held last month. The participants continued to present their concerns, 
raise them, discuss a number of legal gaps and so on. The questions of the participants to the lawyer of 
the Organization were answered comprehensively and satisfactorily. More than 16 Trans LGBIQ+ and 
sex worker people took part in the meeting.

At the community center of the Organization, two self-organized events were held at the request of the 
community. On November 11, during an open event entitled “If I Were a Photographer”, Trans LGBIQ+ 
and sex workers talked about photography, discussed the history of photography and watched some 
videos about it. The meeting was moderated by Artak Adam, the community mobilizer of the Organiza-
tion. The meeting entitled “The Importance of My Profession”, held on November 18, became an occa-
sion for an active discussion for the participants, as everyone was trying to find his place in the Armenian 
labor market. Most of the participants mentioned that they didn’t choose their profession of their own 
will, they don’t like it, and the rest of the participants made completely opposite statements. As a result 
of the discussion, the participants tried to give importance to their profession, to plan for the future to 
build a successful career in their professional field. 26 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community mem-
bers were present during the two meetings.

And finally, the last community meeting was entitled “The Perspectives for Activism in Armenia”, 
which took place on November 26. The “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, continuing to keep 
the discourse on activism up-to-date in the Armenian reality, holds discussions or events every month, 
which promote the level of awareness of Trans activists and Trans activism in Armenia. Overall, 11 
Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker activists took part in the meeting.

The “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO, continues to care for the community and keep the com-
munity trans safe space active, considering the needs and education of Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker 
community members very important during the epidemic and war situation. The Organization continues 
to implement its educational, informational, legal and social measures, which contribute to the reduction 
of the problems of Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers.

It should be mentioned that the Trans community safe space of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender 
NGO is open from Monday to Friday, from 14:00 to 17:00 o’clock.
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SUMMARY OF MONTHLY EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER
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“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO carried out 12 events at its Trans community safe space during 
October.

15 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members participated in the “If I were a Photographer” meeting․

11 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in the “The Importance of My Profession” 
meeting․

10 people participated in the “Transgender Day of Remembrance” meeting․

16 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex worker community members participated in the “The Impact of War 2” meeting.

11 community members took part in the “The Perspectives of Activism in Armenia” meeting.

37 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members took part in the three events on “HIV/AIDS and STIs”.

In addition, 25 Trans LGBIQ+ and sex workers community members participated in our movie watching and 
movie discussions and 26 people received legal consultations.

Overall, 251 Trans LGBIQ + people and Sex workers visited to the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO 
for receiving legal consultations, social, educational and informational services that were implemented at the 
Organization.

“Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO continues to work actively by providing services to Trans LGBIQ+ 
community members and sex workers and by implementing educational and informational community events. 

You can get acquainted with our monthly summaries on our official website and on our social media.
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