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A SERIES OF TRAININGS FOR SEX WORKERS

“Right Side”, being the first and leading trans and sex workers community-based rights defender non-governmental organiza-
tion for the protection of transgender people and sex workers in the region, is advocating for the rights of sex workers, their 
education, social welfare, mental and physical security and protection, and raising public awareness of transgender people and 
sex workers by reducing stigma and discrimination against them.

Every month, a number of trainings are being held for sex workers in the community center and safe space of the Right Side 
NGO by raising their level of education, supporting their welfare and well-being, involving them in the programs implemented 
by the organization.

The first meeting took place on January 16 with the participation of the sex worker community members from Yerevan and 
different regions of Armenia. The topic of the meeting was the “Needs Assessment and Mapping of Sex Workers”, which was 
conducted by L. Martirosyan, President of the NGO. Sex workers raised a number of issues, such as domestic violence, societal 
discrimination and ridicule, and the ongoing stigma of discrimination that they had been facing for years. L. Martirosyan 
mapped the problems with sex workers in order to provide support to them through various programs in the future. At the end 
of the meeting, the participants expressed a desire to talk about legal gaps during the next meeting and to have individual meet-
ings with the NGO lawyer.

The next meeting took place on February 5, the topic of which was “Sex Work and Its Legal Regulations in the Republic of 
Armenia”, as decided by the participants in the previous meeting. The seminar was conducted by “Right Side” HRD Lawyer A. 
Margaryan, who introduced the participants to the legal regulations on sex work and the existing gaps in Armenia, then, listen-
ing to the problems of sex workers, provided individual advice. Documenting a number of violations, A. Margaryan urged the 
participants not to neglect any case of discrimination and inform the organization about those cases. He also added, that in any 
case the NGO would provide them with legal representation in the police and courts.
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Continuing the series of meetings, a course on “Mental and Physical Security” took place on March 7, which was attended by 
twelve sex workers from Yerevan and different regions of Armenia. The meeting was conducted by the organization’s Psycholo-
gist, who listened to the needs of sex workers and provided group consultation. Many of the participants spoke about the ongo-
ing violence, stigma and discrimination against them, which deepened their mental problems. At the end of the meeting, many 
of the participants expressed a desire to attend individual psychological consultations.

The next group meeting took place on April 23 in the community center of the organization. The topic of the meeting was 
“Stigma and Discrimination against Sex Workers”. The meeting was conducted with interactive discussions, the participants 
presented all the cases they had faced, shared individual stories, told how the stigma and discrimination against them was grow-
ing day by day. At the end of the discussion, the participants thanked for the productive meeting by adding that together they 
would fight to reduce stigma and discrimination against sex workers, creating a safe, harmonious environment for them.

The next group meeting was held on May 7, which was dedicated to health care, in particular HIV / AIDS and sexually transmit-
ted infections. The meeting was chaired by L. Martirosyan, who presented in detail about the ways of transmission of HIV / 
AIDS and STIs, their prevention and treatment. The participants were also introduced to the future programs of the NGO aimed 
at maintaining the health of sex workers and raising awareness on sexual health.

It should be noted that the series of meetings is carried out with the financial support of the Red Umbrella Fund.

#SexWork
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COMMUNITY AND ACTIVISM MEETING

On June 18, the Right Side Human Rights Defender NGO organized a one-day meeting on theme of “Community and Activ-
ism”, which was attended by the representatives of a number of human rights defender NGOs in the Republic of Armenia and 
activists of the transgender community.

The purpose of the meeting-discussion was to raise the level of awareness of the transgender community about the NGOs work-
ing in the field of human rights and advocacy, to promote the active involvement of the community in the work of NGOs for 
strengthening democracy and equality in Armenia.

Lilit Martirosyan, President of the Right Side HRD NGO, made an opening speech thanking all the participants for being 
involved in the meeting, carrying out activist activities and making their voices heard.

The transgender activists who participated in the previous meetings and trainings shared their knowledge, implemented work 
and achievements. This was followed by a panel discussion, where the speakers were transgender activists who had been 
fighting for equality, security and democracy for years. Raising the issues of transgender people, the activists spoke about the 
hardships of their lives, how they were subjected to stigma, discrimination based on their gender identity, sexual orientation, 
lack of education and employment.

During the meeting, a platform was provided for the NGO representatives, who provided information about their activities, 
presented how Trans people could be involved in their work. The representatives of the NGOs were Vaghinak-Ter Hovhanni-
syan, Executive Director and Lilit Avetisyan, President of Pink Armenia NGO, Artak Arakelyan, President of Diversity NGO, 
Ashot Gevorgyan, President of Dignity Movement NGO, Nora Aghazaryan, President of Fearless Human Rights Defender 
NGO, Arpi Balyan, Co-Founder of FemLibrary Armenia NGO, Sem Ghukasyan, President of Equality of Opportunity NGO, 
and other members and volunteers from these NGOs.

Continuing the meeting, the trans activists and NGO representatives were divided into working groups, mapped the needs of 
the trans activists to assist them in their work.

After the group work, all the participants presented their problems and received suggestions from the NGO representatives to 
solve the problems they faced and to empower trans people by involving them in various projects.

At the end of the meeting, Lilit Martirosyan thanked all the representatives of the NGOs and activists by highlighting the impor-
tance of cooperation for the improvement of the quality of life, security, rights protection of TRANS and LGBIQ people.

At the end of the meeting, all the participants thanked for the platform, which strengthened the bond between NGOs and 
community for the sake of common values, and suggested that similar meetings be organized more often, involving other 
NGOs involved in human rights protection.

The meeting was held within the framework of the “Strengthening access to justice through non-judicial redress for victims of 
discrimination, hate speech and hate crimes in the Eastern Partnership” project which is funded by the European Union and the 

The views expressed during the meeting can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union or the 
Council of Europe.
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The photos of the community and activism meeting
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REGIONAL WORKSHOP: “COMMUNITY AND ACTIVISM”

On June 27-29, 2021 Right Side Human Rights Defender NGO held a three-day lasting “Community and Activism” workshop 
for Trans LGBIQ activists and NGO representatives.

The purpose of the meeting-discussion was to raise the awareness  level of the participants in the spheres of protection of the 
rights and interests of Trans LGBIQ people and promote the active involvement of the community in the work of NGOs for 
strengthening democracy and equality in Armenia.

On the first day, the workshop participants contacted the participants of the meeting organized by Tbilisi Pride NGO in Georgia 
and HPLGBT NGO in Ukraine through Zoom platform.

The President of the Right Side HRD NGO Lilit Martirosyan made an opening speech, greeted the partner organizations, added 
that the regional project would be continuous to strengthen powerful, stable partnerships, so that as a result of cooperation the 
safety, welfare and security of LGBTIQ people in the region would be ensured. The opening speech was followed by Tamaz 
Sozashvili, Co-Founder and Project Manager of Tbilisi Pride NGO, and Igor Medved, President and Project Manager of 
HPLGBT NGO.



Through the online platform, the participants got acquainted with each other, shared their knowledge, experience, and then 
thanked one another for organizing the meeting, which raised their level of awareness and involvement in LGBTIQ activism.

On the second day of the meeting, the participants gained new knowledge about fundraising, international exchange programs 
and opportunities to include LGBTIQ people in those programs. After the theoretical knowledge, the participants were divided 
into groups and began to perform practical tasks aimed at submitting project applications by taking into account the needs and 
requirements of LGBTIQ people. In the second half of the day Lilit Martirosyan, continuing the workshop, discussed with the 
participants the prospects of activism, the problems faced, the ways to solve them in Armenia and in the region. At the end of 
the day, the participants presented project proposals developed on the basis of the knowledge they received, which would be 
submitted for funding in the near future.

On the last day of the meeting, the participants mapped out all the possible ways of cooperation, thanked the sponsors and 
organizers for such an opportunity, where they could gain knowledge aimed at improving the quality of life of LGBTIQ people, 
creating an equal and safe environment.

At the end of the workshop Lilit Martirosyan made a closing speech, handed over certificates, thanked all the participants for 
their active participation, then added that the Right Side Human Rights Defender NGO, being the first Trans organization in 
Armenia and in the Caucasus, gives high importance to regional cooperation and will do everything so that transgender LGBIQ 
people live a harmonious and secure life.

The workshop was implemented within the framework of the project “Activism Building among LGBTI People in the EaP 
Countries” which is funded by the German Marshall Fund of the United States and carried out by the Right Side Human Rights 
Defender NGO from Armenia, Tbilisi Pride NGO from Georgia and HPLGBT NGO from Ukraine. The goal of the project is 
to increase the knowledge of LGBTIQ people on human rights and fundamental freedoms, develop their skills on advocacy and 
leadership to reduce hate speech, hate crimes and discrimination against them, ensure community’s security and well-being 
through advocacy and activism and promote the strengthening of the LGBTIQ movement for the establishment of democratic 
values in the region.

You can learn more about the workshops organized by our partners by the following links:

HPLGBT NGO:
https://www.hplgbt.org/news-id/22?fbclid=IwAR2tCQzvXK48xftV2kP478Ly8YcXVU22zrnzdIsvIw4no0FB3mKY1aOaNdk#

Tbilisi Pride NGO:
https://tbilisipride.ge/en-US/News/Details/93 .

#Regional_LGBT_Activism, #BST_RS_HPLGBT_TbilisiPride_Cooperation
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“CHANGE STARTS WITH ME”

“Change Starts with ME” reflects the personal stories of Trans-
gender activists from Armenia by motivating the LGBT commu-
nity to be strong and not to be afraid of fighting for their rights, 
by spreading the understanding that every LGBT person is 
responsible for the community and everyone’s actions are 
valuable for the protection of their rights.

© “Right Side” human rights defender NGO
This video belongs to “Right Side” human rights defender NGO 
except for music. 

#Regional_LGBT_Activism
#BST_RS_HPLGBT_TbilisiPride_Cooperation.

REC
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The outreach workers of the "Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO, with the support 
of the specialists of the National Center for AIDS Prevention of the RA Ministry of Health, 
were trained and became #HIV testing and prevention consultants.
During the one-day seminar-training, the participants gained general knowledge about the 
HIV / AIDS situation in Armenia, the ways of transmission of the infection, its prevention, 
the importance of getting tested for HIV, with the support of the specialists of the center they 
got acquainted with the peculiarities and significance of rapid testing, carried out practical 
work on the application of rapid test for the determination of antibodies to HIV.
Outreach workers are currently conducting rapid testing among transgender sex workers to 
prevent the transmission of HIV.
The project is being implemented by the"Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO with the 
financial support of AFEW International,  Elton John AIDS Foundation and Aidsfonds.

IMPLEMENTATION OF "RESPONDING KEY POPULATIONS’ 
NEEDS TO OVERCOME COVID-19" PROGRAM
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IMPLEMENTATION OF “THE VOICE OF CHANGE” 
LGBTIQ YOUTH ACADEMY

 RIGHT SIDE
   HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

In August 2021, “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO for the first time implemented the “Voice of Change” youth acade-
my in the RA Lori region, involving Trans LGBIQ youth living in different regions of Armenia. The main goal of the event was 
to promote the civic participation and social inclusion of young LGBTIQ people in Armenia through developing their activist 
skills and raising their awareness.

“Due to limited resources, we had to select only 20 people out of one hundred and fifty-nine applicants. I hope that the academy 
will be continuous in order to ensure the development of the activist skills of all the members of the community and to promote 
their involvement in social life.”

Lilit Martirosyan,
President of the “Right Side” Human Rights Defender NGO
 

The official opening of the academy was made by Lilit Martirosyan, President of the organization, who congratulated all the 
participants on their election, then added that was the first time that such a course was being conducted for the LGBTQI 
community members, that such an opportunity should be used to be educated, to become stronger, to discover the available 
resources for activism in the Republic of Armenia, and to be involved in the protection of the interests of the community.

LGBTIQ
YOUTH ACADEMY
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In general, 7 thematic areas were envisaged during the academy:

o  Generating ideas
o  Developing critical thinking
o  Forming cultural values
o  Joining efforts for a prosperous future
o  Human being as of the highest value
o  Public campaigns in rural communities
o  WE are the ones who make the difference

The participants gained knowledge on human rights and fundamental freedoms, prevention mechanisms of human rights viola-
tion cases, leadership and activism, writing and submitting project proposals, got advocacy and campaigning skills, they also 
received individual consultations from experts on the funding opportunities of developed projects, exchanged individual 
experiences and new ideas with other members of the community.

“The academy gave me such opportunities that I did not manage to get at school, university, at work. This is a completely new 
format, now I feel strong and confident with my knowledge.” 
Transgender woman, activist

For years, Trans LGBIQ people, being discriminated against, have not had the opportunity to visit educational centers, to recog-
nize the cultural heritage of the Republic of Armenia, to reveal their abilities and capacities. That was why the educational 
element was combined with cognitive visits. Representatives of the community visited innovative and cultural centers in 
Tavush and Lori regions, such as H. Tumanyan House-Museum, Lori Fortress.

“It has always been a dream for me to visit the cultural centers of the Republic of Armenia, to get acquainted with our culture 
on the spot. But I could not, I thought that I would be discriminated against, they would not allow me. Thank you for this oppor-
tunity.”
Gay man

The participants had the opportunity to be in the “COAF” SMART Center to discover their intellectual abilities and to expand 
their learning circles, to participate in discussions and debates in different halls of the Center.

“This innovation center gives me new breath, here I see a safe and prosperous future for all of us.”
Transgender woman, activist

At the closing of the academy, the participants received certificates by expressing their willingness to share their experience and 
knowledge in the future with the participants who could not participate.

This academy was carried out with the financial support the Canada Fund for Local Initiatives (CFLI).
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