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GLOSSARY OF TERMS1 

Asexual orientation - is the lack of sexual orientation or any manifestation of sexuality.

Hate speech - is an expression of public speech that expresses hatred or incites violence against a person or 
group of people based on characteristics such as race, gender, religion, ethnic group, gender identity, skin 
color, sexual orientation, disability, etc. It includes many forms of expression that propagate, incite, instigate, 
or justify hatred, violence, or discrimination against a person or group of people for various reasons.

Hate crime - is a criminal act committed with a motive of a certain hatred or intolerance.

Multisexuality - is a person's constant emotional, sensual, romantic and sexual attractions towards any repre-
sentative. Multisexual person can be bisexual.

Violence - is an act aimed at subjugating another person to one's own demands through the use of force, coer-
cion, power or threats. Violence can take place with or without physical force, which is carried out by one 
person or a group against another person or a group without their consent.

Gender - is the identity and self-expression of a person with such social roles, that are traditionally divided 
into male and female based on historical-geographical, ethnic-cultural and social norms. This separation is 
based on the stereotypical roles of a person accepted by the society. However, there are cases when a person's 
social gender does not coincide with either male or female gender classifications. People who classify them-
selves as both male and female are called bigender, and those who do not classify themselves as either male 
or female are called agender.

Gender expression - is the expression of a person's own (or perceived by others) gender identity. A person's 
gender identity is expressed in their tactics, preferences, behavior, and other external manifestations, which 
the society attributes as male or female.

Gender identity - is the social expression of a person in the society, which may not coincide with their 
biological sex, but is based on the dual notions of male and female.

The main source of the terms is the "Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO, "Who are Transgender People?", 2021, 

http://rightsidengo.com/hy/publication/%d5%b8%d5%9e%d5%be%d6%84%d5%a5%d6%80-%d5%a5%d5%b6-
%d5%bf%d6%80%d5%a1%d5%b6%d5%bd%d5%a3%d5%a5%d5%b6%d5%a4%d5%a5%d6%80-%d5%a1%d5%b6%d5%b1%d5%ab%d5%b6%d6%84/:
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Bisexual orientation - a person's constant emotional, sensual, romantic and sexual attractions towards the 
members of the same sex and opposite sex. Bisexual people get sexual pleasure from having sex with both 
men and women.

Itersex - is a person whose genitals do not match the traditional male-female concepts.

LGBTQI community - is a community of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex people, united 
by common interests, problems and goals, which in turn consists of different sub-communities and groups.

Discrimination - is discrimination, exclusion, restriction or preference of human rights and freedoms on any 
grounds without an objective basis, and a reasonable balance between the legitimate aim pursued and the 
means chosen, which has the purpose or effect of violating or restricting the recognition, exercise or enjoy-
ment of fundamental human rights and freedoms on an equal basis.

Homophobia - is fear, hatred and disgust towards homosexual people (homosexual man and woman). 

Homosexual orientation - is a person's constant emotional, sensual, romantic and sexual orientation towards 
a member of the same sex. Homosexual people get sexual pleasure from having sex with members of the 
same sex.

Sexual orientation - is one of the four components of sexuality, characterized by constant emotional, sensual, 
romantic and sexual attractions towards people of a certain sex.

Sex worker - is a female, male and transgender adult and young person (over 18 years old) who regularly or 
occasionally has sex for money or something else. It should be noted that sex work is an agreed-upon sexual 
intercourse between adults.

Heterosexual orientation – is a person's constant emotional, sensual, romantic and sexual attractions 
towards the opposite sex. Heterosexuals get sexual pleasure only from having sex with members of the oppo-
site sex.

02
6



Transgender - is a person whose gender identity and expression differ from the traditional gender roles based 
on their sex.

Transgender woman - is a woman who was assigned male at birth.

Transgender man - is a man who was assigned woman at birth.

Transsexual - is a person who has already had or is about to have a biological sex change (hormone therapy, 
surgery).

Transphobia - is fear, hatred and disgust towards transgender people.

Queer - is a person whose social, cultural gender or sex identity does not coincide with the patriarchal norma-
tive system, which sympathizes with social, cultural, gender or sex diversity.
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INTRODUCTION 

The high level of providing and spreading disinformation and misinformation about LGBTIQ people in the 
Republic of Armenia remains a matter of concern.

Targeted misinformation and disinformation about LGBTIQ people damage their right to privacy and reputa-
tion, and often incites hatred, violence, or discrimination against the LGBTIQ community members.

The state actors and media actively spread unverified information about LGBTIQ people through their social 
networks, promoting an atmosphere of hatred and enmity towards the community members. However, there 
are no cases of government bodies, journalists, activists, or CSO representatives being prosecuted or charged 
for providing or disseminating disinformation and misinformation on LGBTIQ people in the Republic of 
Armenia.

In general, this booklet aims to present the cases of stigma and discrimination, hate speech and hate crimes 
against LGBTIQ people in the Republic of Armenia which have occurred mainly because of misinformation, 
disinformation and lack of information on gender identity and sexual orientation among the mainstream 
society. 

Freedom of speech does not justify any manifestation of hatred.

The "Right Side" Human Rights Defender NGO stresses the importance to the commitment of the Republic 
of Armenia to counter the spread of disinformation and misinformation and to prevent their consequences. 
We are convinced that if, instead of misinformation, the community issues are addressed and covered in a 
concrete and large-scale, appropriate manner, it will be possible to reduce discrimination, as well as 
gender-based violence and crimes against LGBTIQ people.

8
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Monica Sarkisyan, 
26-years-old Transgender woman, activist01

"INSTEAD OF SYMPATHIZING, 

THEY ATTACKED ME WITH HATE 

SPEECH..."

ric hospital. The doctors told me that I was not sick, but I was under 
severe psychological pressure, which led to my being there, and the 
next day I was discharged from the psychiatric hospital.

Being a transgender person and being discriminated against by the 
society and my family members, it was hard for me to resist that 
wave. Fortunately, the trans people around me helped me recover 
and get on with my life.”
 

"In September 2020, when my brother was 
killed on the battlefield, like others I shared 
pictures of my dead brother on my social 
media accounts so that my friends, all the 
people who knew me, would offer their 
condolences and comfort me during those 
difficult days.

I received thousands of letters from various 
people containing hatred, violence, threats, 
saying that I was a trans person and I had no 
right to display pictures of our heroes on my 
social media accounts, regardless of whether he was my brother or 
not. Instead of sympathysing with me, they attacked me with hate 
speech, not taking into account that I was in a serious state of 
mind.

Every day by waking up I turned on my phone and saw a series of 
letters saying that if I did not remove the pictures, they would find 
my place of living and kill me, in case of encountering me on the 
streets, they would beat me and would not be afraid of the law.

For months I was exposed to a huge wave of hatred on social media 
based on my gender identity, and on the other hand, I did not 
receive any support from my family members, moreover, they 
forbade me to attend my brother's funeral, which severely affected 
my emotional inner world. And all this led to the fact that for days 
I deprived myself of bread and water, I was using a lot of drugs, 
wanting to commit suicide, and a few days later I was in a psychiat-
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EXPLANATION
The high level of hate speech towards various members and groups of the society remains a matter of concern in 
the Republic of Armenia (RA). Because of the lack of legal regulations, Trans LGBIQ people are subjected to hate 
speech, ridicule and ill-treatment on social media. It is true that the RA Civil Code contains sufficient mechanisms 
to apply for the protection of the rights in case of insults and slander, but in our opinion, in order to overcome hate 
speech and psychological violence in the society, it is necessary to introduce other legal mechanisms, including 
criminal proceedings.

In particular, criminal justice systems do not give the chance to properly investigate psychological violence. 
Meanwhile, a number of precedent decisions of the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) refer to psychological 
violence and psychological torture. The threat of torture of a person can be regarded as at least inhumane (see 
Campbell and Cosans v. the United Kingdom, § 26) and "in particular, the fear of physical torture can in itself be 
regarded as mental torture. Whether a threat of physical torture is considered a form of mental torture or inhuman 
or degrading treatment depends on the circumstances of the case, including in particular the severity of the 
pressure and the severity of the mental suffering" (Gäfgen v. Germany, no. 22978/05, ECHR 2010)).

Therefore, we suggest that the institutions with the right of initiating legislative changes consider the introduction 
of legislation prohibiting hate speech, define the concept of hate speech, the means of responsibility.

It is also necessary to clearly define the concept of psychological violence, psychological harassment, crimes to 
ensure the effective investigation of such crimes in accordance with international norms and precedent decisions of 
the European Court of Human Rights.

01
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Ashot Gevorgyan, 
33-years-old LGBTQI activist, human rights defender, 
President of the “Dzayn” youth media initiative02

"THE EDITORS OF HRAPARAK 

DAILY DECIDED TO TARGET ME AS 

WELL..."

The other issue was related to Naira Zohrabyan, who at that time 
was the Committee Chair of the RA NA Standing Committee on 
Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs. Given the hundreds 
of hate speech and hate crime cases on my desk, I decided to post 
on my Facebook page and quote because of the fact that the police 
did not accept "slaughter", "kill", "burn", "incinerate" and such 
expressions as hate speech. That was why I offered to make similar 
statements towards Naira Zohrabyan on Facebook, because the 
police was rejecting those cases and not considering them hate 
speech.

"I have had many problems, but I will refer to 
one. Being a Facebook friend of transgender 
activist Lilit Martirosyan, I left a comment 
under one of her posts, the editors of 
Hraparak daily, following L. Martirosyan's 
Facebook page, decided to target me as well 
and they wrote an article that "the represen-
tatives of the LGBTQI community have 
become active." During that period, there 
were organized petitions and public discus-
sions against the Istanbul Convention, and 
former journalist, public and political figure 
Naira Zohrabyan and Hraparak daily decided 
to target me too.

I decided to apply to court in connection with the publication of 
Hraparak daily, as my rights had been violated by a media company 
and false information about me had been spread on social media, 
as just because I was Lilit Martirosyan's Facebook friend, Hraparak 
daily could not decide whether I was a member of the LGBTQI 
community or an activist for the Istanbul Convention.

Unfortunately, the court could not identify my Facebook page with 
my personality, the court decided that my Facebook page could not 
be identified with citizen Ashot Gorgyan and the court did not see a 
problem.

15
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After my post, Naira Zohrabyan gave a series of interviews on 
"Channel 5" Armenian TV by targeting me, even calling me "an 
endemic invertebrate man." It all ended with Mrs. Zohrabyan's 
resigning due to political issues and I decided not to get into 
additional trouble because my faith in the RA judiciary had 
disappeared. In an incomprehensible way, they could not even find 
out that Ashot Gorgyan Facebook user was me. In addition, during 
that trial I suffered materially by paying the lawyer and state fees.

I lost hope not only for the media, but also for the Standing 
Committee on Protection of Human Rights, the police and, of 
course, the justice system.

I think that the discrimination was not because of my personality, 
but because of the ideology I adhered to, it was only the result of 
my activism, the fact of being a human rights activist, because I 
was in favor of diversity, gender equality, which was targeted by the 
National Assembly MP, the media, the justice system."
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EXPLANATION
According to the 1st and 2nd parts of Article 3 of the RA Constitution, the human being shall be the highest value 
in the Republic of Armenia. The inalienable dignity of the human being is the absolute basis of their rights and 
freedoms.

Respect for and protection of fundamental human and civil rights and freedoms are the responsibilities of public 
authority.

According to Article 23 of the RA Constitution, human dignity is inviolable. Article 31 of the RA Constitution 
stipulates that everyone has the right to privacy, family life, honor and good reputation. In other words, the journal-
ist not only published false, defamatory information, but even if such a fact was known, in that case the journalist 
had no right to publish any information that constituted the privacy of a person. Moreover, before the publication, 
the journalist had not tried to find out Ashot Gorgyan's position on the issue, especially on such a sensitive, personal 
issue.

The ECHR has repeatedly emphasized in its decisions that Article 10 of the Convention cannot be interpreted as a 
provision giving the right to unrestricted freedom of expression, even in matters of serious public interest dissemi-
nated by the media. When a person's reputation is damaged, a person's right to privacy is violated if a fair balance 
between "competing" interests is not ensured (see, for example, Fürst-Pfeifer v Austria judgment).

Article 10 of the Convention, in terms of the protection of the right to freedom of expression, has limited application 
even to journalists who enjoy a wider right to freedom of expression. Even those with the widest right to freedom 
of expression (journalists) have a duty to check the facts in advance and in good faith. The Constitutional Court of 
the Republic of Armenia, in its decision No. 997, has noted that one of the most important missions of the media is 
to tell only the truth, to check the facts in good faith. In its judgment in the case of Lingens v. Austria, the ECHR 
stated that it was very important for the media to verify the credibility of the information it disseminated before 
disseminating the relevant information, rather than trying to obtain evidence during a lawsuit. (See the judgment 
of the European Court of Human Rights of 08.07.1986 in the case of Lingens v. Austrian).

02
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Human dignity is the main source of human rights, one of the main reasons for the existence of the state. Human 
dignity is also mentioned in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, according to which human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights, and all the members 
of the human family have dignity. The Constitution of the Republic of Armenia declares that the Republic of Armenia 
is a democratic state governed by the rule of law. In the Republic of Armenia, human dignity is recognized as the 
highest value, as an inseparable basis of human rights and freedoms, which means that the dignity of every human 
being is subject to protection by the state.

In this case, unfortunately, the human dignity was violated by both the journalist and the public figure, who target-
ed the activist for their opinion, which they expressed in public.

This was inadmissible, especially because it was done by an MP who, at the time, was the Committee Chair of the 
RA NA Standing Committee on Protection of Human Rights and Public Affairs, their duty was to respect the rights 
of others.
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Alice Wednesday, 
24-years-old Transgender person03

"I WAS BRUTALLY ABUSED NEAR 

THE STORE..."

After that, I called the police and filed a complaint on the crime. The 
case is currently in court.

I will only add that I will not live with the eyes of society, I have my 
life, my body, no one has the right to discriminate against me, 
subject me to violence on the basis of my gender identity, I have 
found myself in these clothes, this lifestyle, this identity."

"It was ten o'clock in the morning, I went to 
the store to buy coffee. Usually the level of 
aggression in the Armenian society rises 
when they see a person with long nails, 
earrings, different clothes, they start to 
discriminate and abuse, this is Armenia's 
security, that is heard from high tribunes by 
the officials, that Armenia is safe after the 
revolution, all the Armenians who are abroad 
can return.

I often go to that shop and I always meet the 
young man with whom I have had a conflict 
at the door. I wanted to enter the store, the mentioned young man 
was standing at the door, I had to pass by him, because he was 
standing right in front of the entrance. Looking at me, he spat 
directly under my feet, I leaned over and looked at him, and he, 
looking straight into my eyes, said: "what happened, guy or girl you 
are?," I said: "maybe you should see what you were doing and 
where," at that moment, without saying a word, he attacked me 
and started hitting different parts of my face, damaging my nose 
and cheekbones. I started shouting for help, the store workers 
came out and somehow made the young man leave.

I am convinced that if I had not lengthened my nails, done my 
make-up and changed my clothes, maybe that would not have 
happened, it all happened on the basis of my gender identity, 
during the daylight, in public, in front of everyone. The society in 
Armenia wants to see a boy or a girl and only in the clothes they 
imagine.

21
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EXPLANATION
Violence, particularly beating, is a criminal offense. Violence is a crime against human life and health. It can lead to 
the death of a person, cause serious damage to health, and due to that, the is folloewd by responsibility and punish-
ment. Accordingly, the more severe the damage caused to the victim of violence, the heavier the accusation and 
the punishment and responsibility defined by it.

Unfortunately, the lack of existing legal regulations does not allow law enforcement agencies to classify violence 
against Trans LGBIQ people as the one on the basis of gender identity or sexual orientation, so such a circumstance 
does not make a qualitative change in the crime, i.e. in case of beating a trans person it is qualified by Article 118 
of the RA Criminal Code as a beating, which is punishable by a fine of up to 100 times the minimum wage, or impris-
onment for a maximum of two months.
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Vahe Babayan, 
20-years-old LGBTIQ activist04

"THEY FIRED ME…"

I want to mention that it is difficult for everyone to find a job in 
Armenia, but it is more difficult when you are a member of the 
LGBTQI community.”

"The incident took place in winter, 2020, 
when I was working as a waiteress in one of 
the cafes in Yerevan.

Neither when I was hired, nor during my 
work did I tell the managemers and the staff 
about my sexual orientation and gender 
identity, I was hiding that realizing that if they 
found out, I would be deprived of the only 
means of subsistence.

One day I told my manager about my identity, because we had 
managed to get closer, unfortunately, our whole conversation was 
overheard by one of the cook's assistants who started spreading 
information about my sexual orientation and gender identity. 
Unaware that the whole staff already knew about my identity, I did 
not understand why they were approaching me every day and 
asking questions: "maybe you love a boy?", "maybe you wear 
women's clothes?" and I was answering them that they should not 
be interested in that.

A few days later, the director approached me and in front of the 
whole staff said: "I do not want staff problems, internal divisions, I 
accept you, but I have to fire you." I replied: "I do my job perfectly, 
best of all,  I come to work dutifully, are you firing me because of 
my sexual orientation and gender identity," and in response, he said 
that they could not allow such people to work with them.

25



EXPLANATION
Discrimination in the workplace is one of the manifestations that Transgender LGBIQ people often face. Often, 
employers do not say out loud, but make it clear that they cannot hire members of the community because of their 
gender identity or sexual orientation, or simply force them to resign.

The RA Labor Code prohibits any kind of discrimination. In particular, Article 3․1 provides:
   The labor law forbids discrimination.
   Any is considered discrimination direct or indirectly distinction, exception or restriction on floor, race, skin color, 
ethnic or social origin, genetic signs, language, religion, outlook, political or different views, belonging to ethnic 
minority, property status, the birth, disability, age or other circumstances of personal or social nature, the purpose 
or of which manifestation of less favorable relation in cases of origin and (or) change and (or) termination of collec-
tive and (or) personal employment relationships is result or will lock or refusal of recognition and (or) implementa-
tion of any right established by the labor law, on an equal basis with the others, except as specified, when such 
distinction, the exception or restriction are objectively justified by the pursued lawful purpose and the means 
applied to achievement of this purpose are adequate and necessary. 

   In announcements of acceptance for work (tenders) and in implementation process of employment relationships 
establishment of any other condition which is the basis for discrimination except business qualities and professional 
readiness and qualification is forbidden, except as specified, when it follows from the requirements characteristic of 
work.

Therefore, it is prohibited to dismiss an employee on the basis of discrimination, and in such cases the employee 
must apply for legal protection, although, as mentioned in the dismissal order, the employer does not naturally 
mention this, but creates working conditions so that Trans LGBIQ people apply for dismissal themselves and resign 
from work.

We believe that there is a need for the RA Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, as well as the health and labor inspec-
torate to pay sufficient attention to this issue, it is necessary to work with employers through seminars and courses 
to explain the prohibition of employment discrimination.
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Bella Yeghiazaryan, 
22-years-old Transgender woman05

"THEY DID NOT LET ME GET 

EDUCATION AT SCHOOL…”

incident, and they advised me not to be feminine anymore, they 
scolded me in that state that I was wrong.

All this had a bad effect on my whole life, I dropped out of school 
without completing my studies. Many LGBTIQ people face this, they 
are regularly ridiculed and persecuted, and when you live in a 
village, it aggravates the situation, you are distinguished by your 
fellow villagers, relatives, parents, teachers, you feel alone and 
abandoned; thus, you are forced to give up everything and leave 
your home.

The region where I was born and lived was a real hell for me. And 
the life of all the LGBTQI people is a hell, because if our fellow 
villagers know about our identity, they might kill us, it is a shame for 
them to live in the same place with a member of the community. 
That is why everyone leaves their region, whoever can not, lives in 
secret killing their identity.”

“I am from a region where people do not 
know who LGBTIQ people are, they use the 
expressions "ghzik" (feminine man), "ghzo-
ghlan" (mannish woman).

From a very young age I've felt that I am 
different from my peers. In my little room, I 
kept women's clothes, shoes, accessories, 
and make-up items stolen from my mom's 
closet. Every day after school I was coming to 
my room, getting dressed and starting to 
study so that I would feel happy and comfort-
able. Each day on the way to school, our 
neighborhood boys called me to go to school together, and I 
avoided them in order to join the group of girls. Gradually, it 
became a topic of conversation. Almost every day they were calling 
my parents to school and asking why I had so much contact with 
girls, the teachers were repeatedly urging my mother to take me to 
a psychologist, psychiatrist in order to "cure" me․

One day, at eight o'clock in the morning, my classmates started 
pulling me through and forth on the way to school, threw me to the 
ground and started hitting me, they hit me so badly that my nose 
was broken and it was bleeding, they told me: "you have nothing to 
do in our school, move from here, our class is not your place, if you 
do not go to other school, next time it will be worse for you." After 
that incident, I ran home, my mother saw that my nose was 
bleeding, she immediately took me to the hospital, the police 
officers also arrived, asked what had happened, I told about the  
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02
EXPLANATION
The Republic of Armenia guarantees the right to education for all at the legislative level. Article 2 of the RA Law on 
Education stipulates that the objectives of the legislation in the field of education are the provision and protection 
of the right to education of the citizens of the Republic of Armenia enshrined in the Constitution. And according to 
Article 6 of the same law, the Republic of Armenia ensures the right to education, regardless of nationality, race, 
sex, language, religion, political or other views, social origin, property status or other circumstances. Restrictions 
on the right to vocational education are provided by law.

At the same time, the right to education is guaranteed for all at the constitutional level. According to Article 38 of 
the RA Constitution, everyone has the right to education. Therefore, the deviation from this universal right is 
inadmissible and the state is obliged to ensure the right to education for everyone, to protect Trans and LGBIQ 
people from ridicule, revenge, bad treatment by teachers and lecturers.

We think it is necessary to increase the level of education of teachers and lecturers in this regard, because even 
they often make fun of Trans LGBIQ students. The RA Minister of Education, Science, Culture and Sports has a big 
role in this regard, it is responsible for training teachers and developing their professional skills. In our opinion, it is 
necessary to include educational information on gender identity and sexual orientation of Trans LGBIQ people in 
educational materials, which will instill tolerance and respect for Trans LGBIQ people.
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Artak Adam, 
21-years-old LGBTIQ activist06

"HE THREW THE FOLDER TO

WARDS MY FACE; HE WAS TRYING 

TO HIT ME ..."

the committee members' tables, I was trembling, my hands were 
frozen, I was terribly scared.

The General Officer started asking me questions: "and does your 
father know that you are a 'gomik' (means gay in an insulting 
way)?" in response to the question I asked him to use the correct 
words that I am not a "gomik" but a gay person, and it is not  
necessary that my parents know about my sexual orientation, I'm 
an adult and I can decide how to arrange my personal life. By 
grinning he took my parents' phone numbers out of my personal 
papers and said that he would call my parents, and I answered that 
no one had the right to share my personal data with other people, 
he started cursing, took the folder and threw it directly towards my 
face.

"Everything started in one of the military 
commissariats of Gegharkunik region, when I 
was going through the last interviews.

On the day of the last interview, I went to the 
military commissariat, I went upstairs to fill 
out additional documents, and one of the 
employees, who was holding the package of 
my personal data (where, by the way, it was 
already written about my sexual orientation) 
told me: "do you know that the General 
Officer is also from your city and he says that 
there cannot be such person from their city, 
he knows everyone well, and now he is waiting for you in his room", 
I added that in fact there is a person like me and has been, just he 
does not know, and the employee answered: "well, get ready to go 
upstairs and fight, he is waiting for you."

The employee accompanied me to the General Officer's room, 
where dozens of conscripts were gathered. I was waiting for my 
turn when my name was read out loud, I heard, and everyone 
heard that the employees were saying: "now, the gay is going to 
enter."

When I entered, I was wearing a hat and a scarf. When I took off 
my hat and my long hair fell out, the members of the commission 
started cursing me and my family members, everyone was laughing 
and humiliating me. I pretended that I was not listening to all that, 
walked over to the General Officer's table, standing in the middle of 
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I was confused, my whole body was shuddering, I was psychologi-
cally depressed, but I answered that a person should not be 
abused, he turned around his table, came and stood in front of me 
to kick me, at that moment one of the members of the commission 
kept him from doing that, the other one told me to get out of there 
quickly, so I ran out.

The next day I called the lawyer to file a lawsuit against them, as 
several of my rights had been violated. The case is currently in the 
Court of Cassation.

This is just one of the thousands of stories, about which is being 
told, there are so many unreported stories yet. In the military 
commissariats of the regions, GBTIQ people are subjected to 
physical and psychological violence. I know people who, out of fear, 
hid their gender identity and sexual orientation, went to serve in the 
army, shortly afterwards, their comrades-in-arms, knowing about 
them, brutally beat and sexually abused them, leading them to 
suicide attempts.

Such cases put a deep mark on the lives of GBTIQ people, they 
cause various traumas and irreversible consequences in the future."
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EXPLANATION
The employee of the military commissariat, especially the General Officer, is a state official and is authorized to 
perform only those actions for which he is authorized by law, as well as to observe and protect the law. In this case, 
instead of being guided by human rights, he resorted to physical violence, torture, as well as psychologically abused 
a gay person, causing psychological suffering.

Article 309․1 of the RA Criminal Code provides for punishment by an official for intentionally causing severe pain or 
severe mental suffering to a person.

According to Article 309.1,  actions willfully committed by an official or another person authorized to act on behalf 
of a state body or by their instinct, order or knowledge, which intentionally inflicts severe physical pain or mental 
suffering on a person for the purpose of obtaining information or a confession from that person or a third party, or 
to punish them for an act committed by them or a third party or in which they are suspected or accused, also for 
the purpose of intimidating that person or a third party or forcing them to commit or refrain from committing any 
act or for any reason based on discrimination of any kind, is punishable by imprisonment for a term of four to eight 
years, by deprivation of the right to hold certain positions or engage in certain activities for a maximum of three 
years.

We are sure that it is necessary for the RA Ministry of Defense to develop rules of conduct for such cases when the 
employees of the Ministry of Defense communicate with Trans LGBIQ people.

It is also necessary that a proper investigation be carried out in such cases, and that the state officials who use 
violence never have a position in the state system.
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Maria Atabekyan, 
23-years-old Transgender activist07

"THEY WANTED TO EXPEL ME 

FROM THE UNIVERSITY…"

One of the chemistry lecturers (whose son, according to my 
information, is also a gay person) who was sitting in the same room 
with the rector, stood up and objected to the terms being offered, 
saying that no condition should be imposed on a person that would 
deprive a person of the right to education, said that they could not 
treat me unfairly because of my gender identity, then went to the 
door, opened it behind which the students were being gathered, 
then invited me out and said in front of everyone that from that 
moment on I would be under their control and that I was a human 
being like everyone else.

After the incident, the rector's office regularly called me and made 
various threats, trying to expel me from the university, but I said 
that no one had the right to leave me out from the university, it was 
my right to get an education, if I were expelled, I would file a 
courtcase against them.

"I am one of those Trans people who has 
been lucky enough to study in one of the RA 
universities. In Armenia it is something like a 
lottery, who is lucky and withstands the 
pressures, they will get an education, whoev-
er not, they will be left out both from the 
school and the university.

In the first year everything seemed calm, the 
professors and students did not know about 
my gender identity, during the second year I 
noticed that the students were discussing me 
in groups in the corridors and audience.
Everything was changing: the attitude, approaches, I immediately 
understood that I was going to have a hard time at university, but 
I realized that I had to study in order to help those in need in the 
future.

For days the students gathered at the dean's office to inform that 
they did not want to be with me in the same audience, canteen, 
university area in general, they were shouting that either I should 
be expelled from the university or they would not attend to the 
classes anymore.

A few days later I was invited to the rector's office, the rector told 
me that I either had to leave the university, or change my group 
urgently and join the classes online, or at least I had to think of 
something so that I would not be seen in the university.
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Going through those atrocities, I struggled to get an education. I 
am still studying at the same university, I am already a fourth-year 
student, and I thank the chemistry lecturer for helping me and 
standing by my side, it's true that the boys still look at me different-
ly, do not communicate with me, but that does not stop me from 
gaining knowledge.

In Armenia, every LGBTQI person's right to receive an education is 
violated both at school, university, college and other state and 
private educational centers."

07

0710
38



04

201817

EXPLANATION
According to Article 38 of the RA Constitution:
  Everyone shall have the right to education. The programmes and duration of compulsory education shall be 
prescribed by law. Secondary education within state educational institutions shall be free of charge.
   Everyone shall, in the cases and under the procedure prescribed by law, have the right to receive free education 
on a competitive basis within state higher and other vocational education institutions.
   Higher education institutions shall, within the scope prescribed by law, have the right to self-governance, includ-
ing academic and research freedom.

That is, the right to education is a constitutional right, which the state is obliged to guarantee for every person. Any 
deviation from it is inadmissible and violates a person's right to education.

Unfortunately, discrimination is often observed in the field of education too, and very few LGBTIQ people are able 
to withstand the psychological pressures and continue their education. Cases of such discrimination are often 
facilitated by the teaching and managing staff of the universities.

Therefore, it is necessary for the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Armenia, as an authorized body, as well 
as the student councils, the management of the universities, to take measures to exclude any discrimination during 
studies, which will ensure the right to education for LGBTIQ people.
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Kuka Kasyab, 
29-years-old Transgender activist08

"BY BEING AFRAID, I DID NOT 

TURN TO THE POLICE..."

I did not call the police for fear of being evicted from my the 
apartment I was renting.

And all the trans sex workers face this, they accept clients with fear, 
because they do not know what can happen.

Armenia is not a safe country for us, we can lose our life at every 
step, and no one is responsible for their crimes committed against 
us, our cases, which are in different police departments, are 
terminated."

"A client came to get my services, it was late 
at night, he was very rude to me, well, it's the 
sex worker's obbligation is to be warm to 
everyone and speak their language, but my 
patience was running out, and I asked him to 
treat me with respect, in response to which 
he started shouting at me in my apartment. I 
am living in a small one-room apartment, 
surrounded by neighbors. I asked him to 
speak slowly, without shouting, he took the 
opportunity and said in a threatening tone 
that either I should satisfy him or return the 
money that he gave me, I agreed to return 
money, but he refused. I told him to get dressed and leave my 
apartment, meantime I was calling my friend, who was in the 
kitchen, to come and help me. My friend came in and tried to help 
me by claiming that if he did not leave, we would call the police. 
Hearing all that, he became more aggressive and started swearing 
at us, saying that he would not leave, then he picked up the phone, 
called his friend and explained the place of my apartment so that 
his friend could come, and it was clear for what purpose.

I tried to call the police, and when he saw that I really wanted to 
call, he expressed a wish to leave. My friend opened the front door 
and directed him to come out, during which he hit my friend hard 
in the face, then hit my door with a stone, and then, turning to the 
opposite side of the building, broke the windows of my apartment 
with a stone.
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EXPLANATION
Unfortunately, unpunished violence breeds other cases of violence. As the heroine of the story mentions, she is 
afraid to apply to the police, as a result of which she may be evicted from the rented apartment, unfortunately this 
is a common occurrence. The client not only has harassed Kuka, but also he has damaged her property, which is 
punishable under Article 185 of the RA Criminal Code, part 1 of which stipulates that intentional destruction or 
damage to another person's property, which has caused significant damage, is punishable by a fine of fifty to one 
hundred times the minimum wage, or by detention for a maximum of two months, or by imprisonment for a 
maximum of two years.

In such cases, when the damage to another person's property is motivated by hatred or other personal characteris-
tics of the victim, it should be regulated separately and have a separate offense to exclude such cases. Unfortunate-
ly, the RA Criminal Code does not have such a norm, as a result of which hate crimes remain unpunished.
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Vika Swarovski, 
26-years-old Transgender activist09

“THEY BURNED MY HAIR RIGHT 

IN THE MIDDLE OF THE STREET…"

Such cases happen every day in Armenia, this is only one, I can tell 
about hundreds of cases that happen to us, there are so many scars 
on my body that it is impossible to count.

I can only say that Armenia is not safe for me, but we are fighting 
to have a safe country."

"It was regular night, I went down to work in 
one of the parks, I was standing there and 
noticed that the car turned at the end of the 
street and quickly ran towards me, I did not 
manage to run away, the car stopped in front 
of me, two men got out of the car and walked 
quickly to me, they started hitting different 
parts of my body, Sswearing at me and my 
family, one of the men threw me to the 
ground and started hitting me on the head, 
then took out my wig and burned it with a 
lighter. I somehow managed to get out of his 
arms and ran to the opposite sidewalk to stop 
a taxi, but I did not manage. When I was trying to take a taxi, they 
reached me and stopped the taxi driver, warning him that if he 
moved, he would be treated the same way as I was treated. The 
taxi driver was trying to move, but they attacked and started hitting 
the driver too, I tried to help the driver, but they attacked me, took 
my phone and left.

I received injuries of different severity, they burned my forgery, 
they took my phone, they damaged the driver's car, they hit the 
driver. I went to the nearest police station to report the crime. The 
case is currently in court.
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EXPLANATION 
A. Sh. was charged with beating and intentionally destroying someone else's property by arson. On July 14, 2019, 
at around 4:15 am, at 69/3 Bagratunyats Avenue, Yerevan, he punched and kicked 2 and more times on various 
parts of a trans person, beating her, causing physical pain, after which he burned her wig made of natural hair about 
95 cm long with a lighter by causing large-scale property damage worth 1,970,000 AMD.

Violence manifests itself in a variety of environments, from home to the street, to the workplace, to elsewhere. 
Therefore, it is very important to find out and cover all such cases, and as a prevention, to have an objective investi-
gation of all the cases in the courts, which can be a deterrent to reducing violence against Trans LGBIQ people.
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Diana Melkonyan, 
24-years-old Transgender woman   10

 “I WAS BRUTALLY BEATEN…”

Tigran. Minutes later the door opened and Tigran entered. When 
my dog ran to the door and started barking, he hit my dog throwing 
it aside. I approached to help the dog and started shouting and 
reprimanding him for hitting the dog, at that moment Tigran 
grabbed me by the hair and started hitting my body, my face by 
breaking my nose. I tried to calm him down, but I did not succeed, 
he was constantly hitting me, I should mention that I had a Familial 
Mediterranean fever, I lost consciousness because of the stress and 
blows. In a serious condition, with various fractures I was taken to 
the hospital by ambulance.

At that time I did not call the police, fearing that they might take 
revenge on me, but the ambulance staff informed the police about 
the incident.

49

"For years I was in contact with a boy named 
Tigran, who introduced me to his friend. 
When my connection with Tigran was cut off, 
his friend wrote to me saying that he wanted 
to meet with me, that he had many important 
questions to discuss with me, and I replied 
that I did not want to meet with him or 
Tigran, but he objected and we decided to 
meet.

On the day of the meeting, he called me and said that he was going 
to come with Tigran, and I answered that I did not want to meet 
Tigran, I asked him not to bother me anymore, I turned off the 
phone. Ten minutes later, Tigran called me and started making 
scenes of jealousy, asking what right I had to communicate or try 
to meet his friend. Without restraining my feelings, I said that he no 
longer existed in my life, he had no right to interfere in my personal 
life, we started insulting each other and I turned off the phone.

A few days later, Tigran's friend called me again and said that we 
should meet urgently, as he had some information to tell me, and I 
agreed and invited him to my house.

He came to my apartment, we sat down and started talking, 
realizing that the conversation was taking a long time, I told him 
that I was in a hurry, I had to go out. He told me to wait until he 
called a taxi, and separating hehe went to the kitchen to call the 
taxi driver and began to explain the location of the apartment to  



When they found out about my gender identity in the hospital, they 
started treating me inhumanely. I was not given pain relief during 
the pain, I was discriminated against, the forensic doctors said that 
my fractures were of moderate severity. I am sure that all this has 
a direct connection with who I am.

I face the same problem in the police, the investigation of the case 
has been extended for days, the perpetrators have been free for 
months, they are not held accountable; I sleep and wake up with 
fear. This is our law; when the perpetrators abuse us and go unpun-
ished, they start taking the opportunity to do the same to others."

10
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EXPLANATION
In Armenia, Trans LGBIQ people are subjected to violence even at their home. The perpetrators think that they have 
an advantage and by being obsessed with showing that apparent advantage they abuse Trans LGBIQ people.

That story could have ended very badly if the trans person's acquaintances had not come to the rescue.

Unfortunately, violence against Trans people is not properly investigated, in particular because forensic doctors 
artificially reduce the severity of their injuries.

In this case, the trans person twice has applied to the forensic doctor in order that the latter gives an objective 
conclusion about the injuries she has received. At the same time, it is obvious that Diana has received serious 
injuries, fractures, which have been caused intentionally.

We are convinced that impartial coverage of such cases will not only contribute to the achievement of justice, but 
will also prevent further cases of violence.
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Dora Melkonyan, 
25-years-old Transgender person11

"ARMENIA LOST ME NOT AS A 

TRANS PERSON, 

BUT AS A SCIENTIST…"

There came a moment when they started talking more about 
LGBTIQ people, it coincided with Lilit Martirosyan's speech in the 
National Assembly. I was hearing a lot of discussions about myself, 
but I could not express my feelings, because I would be fired, I 
would lose my favorite job, but it happened so that one day I lost 
it. My scientific life, my dreams were shattered, I was left out of the 
scientific life in Armenia. I started from a laboratory and became a 
junior researcher. I am telling all this with pain.

Because of discrimination I left Armenia, came to the Netherlands 
and surrendered as a refugee. I hope that I will continue my 
scientific life here to finish what I have created, which has not been 
accepted in Armenia, I am disappointed, I am broken by the way I 
have been treated in Armenia. They did not see the specialist, the 
scientist, who was so dedicated to the scientific work.

"I was studying at Yerevan State University, 
hiding my identity for years, I was studying 
for a diploma, for the development of my 
career in the field of science, I was ready to 
reject my identity, but not to lose the career 
opportunity, that was my only goal.

During the years of studying, it became 
impossible to hide my gender identity, 
everyone started talking about me, I was 
facing discrimination and ridicule every day, 
but, enduring everything, for the sake of my 
education, my profession I closed my ears 
and eyes so that I would not listen. But things started to get 
difficult, I started to miss classes because of discrimination, I had 
studied for free, but because of absences I switched to a paid 
system. I continued my studies by correspondence and at the same 
time I was admitted to the institute attached to the National Acade-
my of Sciences of the Republic of Armenia to work as a laboratory 
biochemist. This made my life easier because I did not attend to the 
studies every day and found work for myself. It was easier at the 
institute; first I was working in a place where everyone was educat-
ed, grown-up scientists, they felt who I was, but they were silent, 
on the other hand I was working in my favorite profession. To my 
delight, I worked there for eight years, gaining extensive experi-
ence and skills in the field of science. I became the author of 
dozens of scientific articles, which were published in authoritative 
Armenian and foreign scientific journals.
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Even if you are a plumber in Armenia, or a hairdresser, if you are 
different from the rest, then you have no value. There are many 
difficulties in the Netherlands, but they are not the ones that can 
break, humiliate, discriminate against a person, here you can 
overcome any difficulty, but in Armenia the problems are inexhaust-
ibly unsolvable, the Armenian society breaks your dreams, I feel 
calm here, they do not tell me not to go to a store, cafe, metro, I 
have been here for two years and I have never felt discrimination 
against my person, I am recovering spiritually here, I am saving 
myself, which I could not do in Armenia.

I struggled in Armenia by hiding about my identity, cheating on my 
family, lying to everyone, but I could not build a happy life. I wanted 
to take hormonal medicines so much, but I could not because I 
wanted to build a career.

By escaping from Armenia, I saved myself, I had no personal life 
there, I was hiding myself from everyone, everything around me 
was fake.

I am building my future in the Netherlands, I intend to continue my 
studies, to be engaged in science, I will start all over again. My state 
has lost me as a scientist, not as a trans person."
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EXPLANATION
Because of discrimination and hatred, many Trans LGBIQ people have been forced to leave the Republic of Armenia. 
Unable to work, create or even live as they deserve, they prefer the life of a refugee. In such conditions, like Dora, 
who is a qualified specialist, has been forced to emigrate from Armenia, become a refugee, leaving home, relatives, 
homeland, while her knowledge could be used in Armenia, from which both the country and Dora herself would 
benefit.

We believe that Trans LGBIQ people need to be provided with both material and socio-psychological, aware-
ness-raising, educational and legal assistance to prevent emigration and ensure a dignified life.
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Nikita Yengibaryan, 
20-years-old Transgender woman12

“THEY DID NOT SELL ME 

HORMONAL MEDICINES…” 

I came out realizing that I was the reason, my changing appear-
ance, my identity, my self was the reason.

I am encountering such cases at every step: in the pharmacy, in the 
shop, in the cafe, in the beauty salon, they do not serve me, do not 
sell things to me, they differentiate me, discriminate against me 
because I am a trans person. I have rented an apartment with 
difficulties, asking my friends to come and represent me so that the 
apartment owner would not see me.

I am what I am, but people do not want to accept it.”

"It has been two years since I've started 
taking hormonal medicines, which I buy from 
the pharmacy in our district every week.

Recently I needed medicine again, I went to 
the pharmacy and tried to buy it, but the 
pharmacy employee said that there was no 
medicine at that moment, I asked them to 
give me a replaceming medicine, but they 
said that it was also missing, I tried to find 
out when it would be available to get it, they 
said, that it might not be available for me. I 
thought I misunderstood, I repeated my 
question, but they said with special emphasis that those medecines 
might not be sold to me. I tried to find out why, but the pharmacy 
staff just took me out of the pharmacy.

A few days later, I asked my friends to buy the medicine I needed 
from the same pharmacy to find out if the problem was connected 
with me or if the medecines were really missing. When my friends 
came back from the pharmacy, I saw the medicine in their hands, I 
was happy at that moment, but I understood that I had been 
discriminated against. I could not sleep all night, I wondered when 
the sun would rise so that I could go to that pharmacy and make 
sure that I had misunderstood. Early in the morning I went to the 
pharmacy, by entering I asked for the same medicine, but I heard 
that they did not have it again, I said that there had been the 
medecine the day before, the employee said that it was over. 
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EXPLANATION
Article 13 of the RA Law on Medical Care and Services for the Population stipulates that everyone, regardless of 
nationality, race, sex, language, religion, age, health status, disability, political or other views, social origin, property 
or other situation, according to the Constitution, this Law, other laws, as well as the procedure defined by the 
international treaties of the Republic of Armenia, has the right to receive medical care.

This norm does not imply exceptions, it applies equally to all, including Transgender LGBIQ people. However, on a 
daily basis, Trans people are also discriminated against by individuals and organizations providing medical care, 
which is unacceptable. Medical care providers work with people's health and the refusal to provide services can lead 
to irreversible consequences. Such practice undermines the duty of the state to pursue medical care for the popula-
tion, protection of people's life and health.

Therefore, it is necessary for the RA Ministry of Health through clear decisions and using its regulatory powers, to 
exclude such discriminatory approaches in the field of medical care, not only in pharmacies, but also in hospitals, 
polyclinics, and all the institutions providing medical care and support. It is also necessary to educate doctors, 
medical staff, who will be able to work with trans people in particular.
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Goga Karayan, 
20-years-old Transgender person13

"HE STABBED MY BODY 

IN SEVERAL PLACES 

WITH A KNIFE..."

When I finally managed to escape and could not find my friend, I 
went to the police to report about the case. However, instead of 
supporting me, the police officers mocked and humiliated me. They 
have done nothing to hold the criminal accountable for his actions 
till today. Moreover, I informed them that there were cameras in the 
area, and they replied that those cameras had not shot well, 
nothing was visible.

After all this, how can I feel safe in this country? There is no guaran-
tee that I will not meet that abuser or another one who has not 
been punished for his crime."

"My friend and I went out for a walk in the 
evening, we walked to the park in front of 
Yerevan Municipality. It would have been ten 
minutes while we were sitting in the park 
when a young man approached us and asked 
if we were trans people, and I replied that he 
should leave us alone. He started dragging us 
and saying that either we should go to the 
hotel with him to have sex or he would stab 
us with a knife, then he took the knife out of 
his pocket and got closer to us. I already 
understood that everything was becoming 
dangerous, so I asked my friend to run 
quickly and inform the patrol police at the end of the street to come 
for an aid.

When I was alone, the young man started pulling me and making 
me go to the hotel with him, I was shouting to let me go, and when 
I started shouting louder, he hit me on the shoulder with a knife, 
fortunately it was winter and I was wearing a thick coat, then he 
struck me again with a knife, as I was wearing thin tights my leg 
started to bleed, I wanted to get rid of him, but I was not able to 
do that, on the one hand he was pulling me, on the other hand he 
was stabbing different parts of my body with a knife.
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EXPLANATION
Various manifestations of violence against trans people are frequent and, unfortunately, the police do not show the 
necessary diligence to detect such cases and punish the guilty. In the mentioned case, the police had even refused 
to provide a referral to forensic doctor to Goga to check the injuries and provide a conclusion, which they did only 
after some persuasions and assertions.

Although, even when a criminal case is initiated, very often the investigation of crimes against trans people takes a 
very long time and for non-objective reasons it is unnecessarily delayed, which can be prevented by legal interven-
tion after submitting motions and complaints.

It is necessary to work with the police and other law enforcement bodies so that the latter are more consistent in 
investigating crimes committed against Trans LGBIQ people, and educate them so that Trans people are not 
frequently discriminated against by the police too, which is also a common occurrence in Armenia. In such cases, 
the organization also has to apply to the RA Human Rights Defender for the latter to investigate the ill-treatment 
towards LGBTIQ people by police officers and to issue appropriate petitions to punish them.
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Erik Aduer, 
23-years-old LGBTIQ activist14

“THEY HIT ME IN THE STREET..."

By being frightened I got up, looked around to make sure they were 
not there, then called my friend to come and help me, as I was out 
of breath, I was thinking my heart would stop.

My friend came and accompanied me home.
After that incident, I do not feel safe in Armenia. I have come from 
Greece to live in my homeland, but here I am being abused, I am 
thinking of returning."

"The violence took place eight months ago. 
My friend came to visit me, and a few hours 
later we went for a walk, and after about two 
hours, I said goodbye to her. After leaving, I 
wanted to walk home, I usually go home 
from the city center by walking, as my 
apartment is not far from the center.

Suddenly, halfway through, I felt like strang-
ers were coming after me, I heard them say 
loudly that the first homosexual encountered 
to them should be beaten, maybe they felt 
from my clothes that I was a member of the 
community because I was wearing torn jeans and a colorful T-shirt. 
In our country, when you wear colorful clothes, jewelry, you are 
different from the rest, here it is necessary to wear the clothes that 
will not be noticable.

I started to slow down, thinking that they might bypass me and 
leave, but they approached me and asked for a cigarette, I replied 
that I did not have it and I did not smoke, then I continued to walk 
quickly to a crowded place, because I felt danger, unfortunately I 
did not manage, they ran towards me and started pulling me, threw 
me to the ground and started hitting me right in the middle of the 
street, I somehow escaped from their hands and ran to the bright 
area of the opposite sidewalk, I had not noticed that the traffic light 
was red and suddenly, turning around, I saw a speeding car and 
threw myself into the lawn in the middle of the road, only a few 
millimeters left for the car to hit me.
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EXPLANATION
The RA Criminal Code envisages different crimes in connection with various cases of violence.
Violence is classified as a crime against human life and health, according to which there are various articles, in 
particular:
   Murder: Article 104 of the RA Criminal Code.
   Intentionally causing serious damage to health: Article 112 of the RA Criminal Code.
   Causing suicide - Article 110 of the RA Criminal Code.
   Beating: Article 118 of the RA Criminal Code, etc.
Therefore, violence as such is considered a dangerous crime, and it can cause irreversible damage to a person's life 
and health.

It should be noted that Trans LGBIQ people are often subjected to violence in Armenia.

Currently, a number of criminal cases submitted by the Right Side Human Rights Defender NGO in particular, the 
cases under Article 118 of the RA Criminal Code (beating), Article 110 (causing suicide), Article 261 (promoting 
prostitution) where the victims are trans people and sex workers, are being investigated by the preliminary investi-
gation bodies and the court.

Violence manifests itself in a variety of environments and ways, from the home to the street, from the workplace 
to elsewhere. Therefore, it is very important to find all such cases and as a prevention, an objective examination of 
all the cases in the courts, which can be a deterrent to reducing violence against Trans LGBIQ people. It is also 
necessary to consider violence based on gender identity or sexual orientation as a separate crime, because current-
ly, any type of violence, beating is not qualified separately as a gender-based violence.
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Mane Grigoryan, 
22-years-old Transgender woman15

"I WAS BEING BEATEN WITH IRON 

RODS…"

In that condition I somehow called the police, I was escorted to one 
of the police stations in Yerevan, I told about the case, although by 
looking at my body everything was clear to them.

A criminal case was initiated against the youth. For days, their 
parents, relatives and friends were calling me and asking me to 
forgive them and withdraw the application, they were saying that 
they had not understood what they had done, because they were 
minors, if I complained, they would be tried, they were urging me 

"It was ten o'clock in the evening, I was 
standing on the street, I noticed that three 
boys were approaching me (later it turned 
out that the three of them were minors), I 
noticed iron rods in their hands, they 
approached me and started cursing at me, 
shouting: "It's not enough to kill you, you are 
the rubbish of this country." I hurried across 
the sidewalk, approached the taxi there, sat 
down and asked the driver to take me a few 
streets up to get away from them. I was 
feeling that if I stayed there for more than a 
minute, they would kill me.

When the car started moving, they tried to stop it, I asked the 
driver not to stop in no case, and we left. I did not notice that they 
had managed to follow me, I asked the driver to stop at the store 
so that I could go shopping. When I got off they approached me 
immediately, they started hitting different parts of my body with the 
iron rods they had, I was shouting in pain, asking them not to 
continue, but they was not listening and only saying: "Die, people 
like you have no right to live." Leaving me helpless, they got in their 
car and left, and no one from the nearest store came to my aid.
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to sympathize with them, because they still had to go to the army 
to protect us all.

Several times they also called my mother, asking her to persuade 
me to withdraw the application, and my mother, knowing my 
gender identity and accepting me, told them that everyone was 
thinking about the salvation of their child, for each person their 
child's life is important.

Their calls continued for a long time, I withdrew my application with 
a conscience, saying that if the same thing happened to me or 
another trans person next time, then I would not back down. I am 
a person of conscience, I could not allow minors to be punished, I 
think that maybe they will understand their mistakes and change."

15
7015

15



EXPLANATION
Violence manifestations is often accompanied by hooliganism, which is accompanied by violations of public order, 
damage to property, and disrespect for society. In such a case, the actions of the perpetrators of violence are 
qualified as hooliganism under Article 258 of the RA Criminal Code.

In this story, the minors committed hooliganism, which was accompanied by both violence and the use of weapons 
(iron bars), which significantly increased the danger of the act. However, Mane, showing generosity, refused to 
complain about the perpetrators, despite the gravity of the act committed against her.

Given that the perpetrators have been minors, it is necessary to activate the work with minors, both in families and 
in government agencies, which will prevent minors from engaging in illegal behavior, foster their focus on educa-
tion, training and self-education. It is necessary to work in educational institutions so that minors are educated, 
learn to respect human rights, and take care of others.
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RIGHT SIDE HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDER NGO

Right Side is a community based, democratic, human rights defender NGO, founded in January 2016 by trans activists in Armenia. It is 
the first and leading NGO run by and for trans people and sex workers in Armenia and in the South Caucasus region. The NGO strives 
to ensure the well-being, protection and equality of the trans community and sex workers in in the region by achieving social-cultural 
and legal changes through cooperation with the state bodies, civil society and international organizations.


